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W I L L S A N D SUCCESSION. 

20 OF 1895. 

To AMEND THE LAW RELATING TO WILLS AND TO TESTAMENTARY 
AND INTESTATE SUCCESSION. 

[June 29, 1895. 
PART 1. 

GENERAL. 

1. This Law may be cited as the Wills and Succession Law, 1895. Short title. 
2. In this Law the following words and expressions bear the 

following meanings : — 
" Property " means movable property and immovable property 

as hereinafter defined; 
" Movable property " includes all property, other than immov­

able property as hereinafter defined, and also includes any 
standing or growing crops or produce, though not severed from 
the soil or tree; 

" Immovable property " means immovable property situate in 
Cyprus of the following categories: — 

(1.) Mulk. 
(2.) Vakouf property held as Ijaretein, where there are heirs 

upon whom the property would devolve. 
" Heir " means a person who by operation of Law succeeds to 

the property of a deceased person; 
" Will " means the legal declaration in writing of the intentions 

of the testator with respect to the disposal of his property after 
his death, and includes Codicil; 

" Codicil " means an instrument in writing made in relation 
to a will, explaining, adding to, altering or revoking, in 
wTiole or in part, its disposition. I t shall be considered as 
forming an additional part of the will. 

" Executor " means a person to whom the execution of the last 
will of a deceased person is confided by the appointment of the 
testator; 

' ' Legacy ' ' means a ■ gift of property by will; 
" Legatee " means one who has a legacy left to him; 
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Administrator " means a person to whom a competent Court 
lias granted letters of administration, for the purpose of 
administering the property of a deceased person who has died 
intestate, or has left a will without having appointed an 
executor, or has appointed an executor who has renounced or 
become incapable of acting; 
Probate " means an instrument in writing issuing out of a 
Court, declaring that the will of a person has been duly proved 
and that administration of his property has been granted to 
an executor or executors named therein; 
Letters of Administration " mean the written authority given 
to an administrator by a competent Court to administer the 
property of a deceased person who has died intestate; 
Letters of Administration with Will annexed " mean the 
written authority given to an administrator by a competent 
Court to administer the property of a deceased person who has 
left a will without having appointed an executor, or has 
appointed an executor who has renounced probate or become 
incapable of acting; 
Court " means the District Court (or a Judge thereof) of the 
District in which the deceased had his usual place of residence 
or in which he died. 

Succession 
either testa­
mentary or 
ah intestate. 
Succession to 
property how 
regulated. 

Succession to 
movable 
property of 
persons not 
domiciled in 
Cyprus. 

One domicile 
only affects 
succession to 
movables. 

3. Succession to the property of a deceased person may be either 
by will or by the operation of Law. 

4.—(1.) This Law shall regulate— 
(a.) The succession to property of all persons domiciled in 

Cyprus; 
(&.) The succession to immovable property of any person not 

domiciled in Cyprus. 
(2.) No person shall be held to have acquired a domicile in 

Cyprus by reason only of his residing there in Her Majesty's Civil 
or Military service or in the exercise of any profession or calling. 

5. The succession to movable property of persons dying in 
Cyprus but not domiciled there shall be regulated by the Law of 
the country in which they had their domicile at the time of their 
decease. 

6. A person can have only one domicile for the purpose of succes­
sion to his movable property. 
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7. The domicile of origin of every person of legitimate birth is JgjJ 0 · of 

in the country in which at the time of his birth his father was 
domiciled; or if he is a posthumous child, in the country in which 
his father was domiciled at the time of his father's death. 

The domicile of origin of an illegitimate child is in the country 
in which at the time of his birth his mother was domiciled. 

For the purposes of this Law Cyprus shall be deemed to be a 
country. 

8. The domicile of origin prevails until a new domicile has been Continuance 
η of domicile of 

acquired. origin. 

9. A person acquires a new domicile by taking up his fixed Acquisition of 
habitation in a country which is not that of his domicile of origin. n e w domicile 

10. In cases of dispute as to which of two or more persons priority of 
deceased died first, the party asserting the priority of the death of decease, 
one of them must give proofs of his assertion. In the absence of 
proof the Law shall presume that they died at the same moment. 

11. A posthumous child shall have the same right of succession Posthumous 
as if he had been born before the death of the person from whom clllldren· 
the succession is derived. 

12. No one shall be incapable of succeeding to any property by Nationality 
reason of his being of a different nationality from that of the person ™ ^ f ^ 
from whom the succession is derived. 

13. No person shall be capable of succeeding to any property who incapacity to 
has been convicted of killing with premeditation, or of attempting succeed 
to kill with premeditation, the person to whose property he would crime, 
otherwise have suceeded, or who has been convicted of killing with 
premeditation, or of attempting to kill with premeditation, the 
child, parent, husband, or wife of the person to whose property he 
would otherwise have succeeded. 

14. A person shall be incapable of succeeding to any property ineapacity to 
who has by fraud or any undue influence caused the person to ™ c ^ r

w h e r e 

whose property he would otherwise have succeeded to make a will lmdue 
or to revoke a will already made, or who has prevented him by influence, 
fraud or any undue influence from making a will or altering a 
will, or who has submitted to him. a supposititious will, or has 
wrongfully altered or destroyed a will already made by him, or 
has aided and abetted any person in any of these acts. 

VOL. 1—67 
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Incapacity 
howcondoned. 

No bar to 
successors of 
persons 
incapacitated. 

Limitation of 
actions to 
establish 
incapacity. 

Vesting of 
rights, etc., of 
property of 
deceased. 

15. The incapacity to succeed to the property of a deceased 
person, mentioned in sections 13 and 14, shall be annulled and 
removed if the deceased has voluntarily and in express terms 
pardoned the otherwise incapacitated person, l>y instrument in 
writing· or by will. 

16. The descendants of an incapacitated person, who but for his 
incapacity would be entitled to succeed by operation of Law to any 
property, shall be entitled to succeed to the property in the same 
manner as if the incapacitated person bad died in the lifetime of 
the intestate; but­the person incapacitated upon whose descendants 
the property devolves shall be barred from any subsequent right 
of enjoyment thereof accorded to him by the Law. 

17. All actions whereby any property is claimed on the ground 
of the incapacity of an heir shall be commenced before the lapse of 
five years from the date when the inheritance accrued to him. 

18. From and after the grant of probate or letters of administra­

tion, whether with will annexed or otherwise, or if no such grant 
is made, the rights and liabilities attaching to the property of a 
deceased person are vested in and devolve upon the executor or 
administrator, as the case may be, until the property is adminis­

tered; and from and after the administration of the property they 
are vested in and devolve upon the persons legally entitled. 

Power to 
dispose by 
will of 
property. 

PAET 2. 
W I L L S . 

19. livery person who is of sound mind and who has completed 
the eighteenth year of his age may, subject to the provisions of 
this Law, dispose by will of a part or the whole of the property 
of which be dies possessed, according to the following rules; and 
the part of the property which he may so dispose of is hereinafter 
termed the " disposable portion," to distinguish it from that part 
of his property which lie may not so dispose of, or has not so dis­

posed of, which is hereinafter termed the " legal portion." 
Where a person dies leaving: — 
(1.) A spouse and child, or descendant thereof, the disposable 

portion shall not exceed one­third of the net value of the 
property of which he died possessed; 

(2.) A child or descendant thereof, but no spouse, the disposable 
portion shall not exceed one­half of the net value of the 
property of which he died possessed ; 
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(3.) A spouse, bu t no child nor descendant thereof, t he disposable 
port ion shal l not exceed two- th i rds of the ne t va lue of the 
proper ty of which he died possessed; 

(4.) Ne i the r spouse, nor chi ld , nor descendant thereof, t he dis­
posable por t ion is the whole of the p roper ty of which he died 
possessed. 

W h e r e a person has purpor ted to dispose by wil l of a la rger 
share of his p roper ty t h a n he was ent i t led to dispose of unde r the 
above rules , such disposition or dispositions shal l be reduced and 
abated propor t iona te ly , so as to conform to the said rules . ft-i 

I 

will. 

20. A tes ta tor shal l have the power, in disposing of the whole or Substitution 
a n y ' p o r t i o n of his proper ty by wil l , to make provision the re in for 
the subs t i tu t ion of any he i r or legatee for any he i r or legatee 
ment ioned in his wi l l . 

2 1 . A fa ther or mother may by will appoin t a gua rd ian or Guardians 
gua rd ians for his or her child d u r i n g minor i ty . amic-inted by 

wil l . 

22. A will shal l be made as follows : — Requisites of 

(1.) I t shal l be in w r i t i n g . 
(2.) I t shal l be signed at the end thereof by the tes ta tor , or by 

some other person on his behalf, in his presence and by his 
direct ion. 

(3.) The s igna ture of the tes ta tor shal l be made or acknowledged 
by h im in the presence of three or more witnesses present a t 
the same t ime . 

(4.) The witnesses shall subscribe the i r names to Hie wil l in the 
presence of the tes ta tor and in the presence of each other , 
a t t e s t ing respectively t h a t it was signed by or on behalf of 
the tes ta tor in the i r presence and thai they subscribed il a! 
his request and in his presence. 

i'5.) W h e n the will consists of more than one sheet of paper , 
each sheet shall be signed or ini t ia l led by or on behalf of (he 
testator and by the witnesses. 

A will may follov the form in Schedule A. 

The at tes tat ion clause used for the execution of every will shall 
lie as follows or to the like effect: — 

VOL. I—fi?A 
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" Signed by the said A.B. in t he s ight and presence of us , all 
present at t he same t ime , who, in his s ight and presence, at his 
request , and in the presence of each other , subscribe our names as 
a t tes t ing witnesses. 

CD. 
E.F. 
G.H." 

No will shall be val id unless i t is made in accordance wi th th is 
section. 

QualiBoations 533 Tlie witnesses to a wil l must be persons who have a t t a ined t he 
age of eighteen years , of sound m i n d , and able to sign t he i r names . 

If a n y person at tests a will whereby any beneficial bequest or 
legacy is made to such witness or to t he wife, husband , or chi ld of 
sxich witness , t he bequest or legacy shal l be void. 

Will induced 24. A wil l , or any pa r t of a wil l , the m a k i n g of which has been 
void™1*1' e t ° " caused by f raud or by t he exercise of undue influence upon t he 

tes ta tor , is void. 

What 25. No bequest shal l be v a l i d : — 
bequests . 
invalid. (1.) If made to a person who is not in existence at t he t ime of the 

dea th of the tes ta tor , save in the case of a bequest to a 
posthumous chi ld of the t e s t a to r ; 

(2.) If it does not express a definite i n t e n t i o n ; 

(3.) W h e r e i t is dependent upon an impossible, i l legal , or 
immora l condi t ion. 

Reli ious 26. No person h a v i n g any re la t ion wi th in the t h i rd degree of 
bequest. kindred shall have power to bequea th any proper ty to rel igious 

uses except by a will executed at least fifteen days before the death 
of t he tes ta tor . 

Revocation of %η ^ W 1 ;Q m a v b e revoked, ei ther— 
will. 

(1.) By a subsequent will expressly revoking the former one ; 

(2.) By a subsequent will inconsis tent wi th the provisions of the 
former one (but so far only as the provisions of the two wills 
are incons i s ten t ) ; 

(3.) By destruct ion or mut i l a t ion , done by the tes ta tor , or by his 
direct ion, wi th the in ten t ion of revoking i t . 
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A will shall also be deemed to be revoked— 
(1.) By the marriage of the testator after the execution of the 

will; . 
(2.) By the birth of a child to the testator after the execution ot 

the will, if at the time of the making of the will the testator 
had no children. 

Provided always that the marriage or the birth of a child shall 
not be deemed to revoke a will if it appears upon the face of the 
will that the will was made in contemplation of such marriage or 
birth. 

28. Any person may dispose of any movable property by a gift g j j j * ^ , 
made in contemplation of death, if made in the presence of at death. 
least two witnesses. 

A gift is said to be made in contemplation of death where a 
person who is ill and expects to die shortly of his illness delivers 
to another the possession of any movable property to keep as a 
gift in case the giver shall die of that illness. Such & gift may be 
resumed by the giver. 

Such a gift does not take effect— 
(1.) If the giver recovers from the illness during which it was 

made; 
(2.) If the giver survives the person to whom it was made. 

29. Gifts made in contemplation of death shall be treated upon g " o h ^ j d 

the administration of property in exactly the same way as if they 
were Specific; Legacies. 

PART 3. 
PROCEDURE WITH REGARD TO PROBATE AND LETTERS OE 

ADMINISTRATION . 

on Π ) No will shall have any effect until it has been proved. Probate, etc, 
^ '' . and how 

(2.) Probate of a will, or letters of administration with will granted, 
annexed, or letters of administration, may be granted by the Court 
upon the application of any person, as hereinafter provided. 

(3.) Probate of a will, or letters of administration with will 
annexed, shall only be so granted upon application, in those cases 
where the will appears to have been duly executed, and where there 
is no opposition to the grant, and where there is no suggestion or 
claim that the will is otherwise than genuine. 

(4.) Every application under ibis section, for probate or for letters 
of administration with will annexed, shall be accompanied by an 
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affidavit of one or more of the a t tes t ing witnesses, in proof of the 
due execution of the wil l , and s t a t ing the est imated value of t he 
movable proper ty of the deceased. The affidavit may follow the 
F o r m in Schedule Β (1.) . 

(5.) If any of the a t tes t ing witnesses to a will are dead or absent 
from Cyprus , t he appl ica t ion shall be accompanied by an affidavit 
of some person or persons in proof of the deaths or absence of such 
a t tes t ing witnesses, and in proof of t he i r h a n d w r i t i n g s and signa­

tures , and of the h a n d w r i t i n g and s igna ture of the tes ta tor . The 
affidavit m a y follow the F o r m in Schedule Β (2.) . 

(6.) Every appl ica t ion under th i s section for le t ters of admin i s t ra ­

t ion shall be accompanied by an affidavit of some person or persons, 
to the effect t h a t to the best of his or the i r knowledge and belief the 
deceased died in tes ta te , and t h a t t he proposed admin i s t r a to r is a fit 
and proper person to admin is te r the proper ty of the deceased, and 
s t a t ing the est imated value of the movable proper ty and , as far as 
possible, the names and places of residence of all the persons who 
are ent i t led to succeed to t he proper ty of the deceased. 

documents on 3 1 . TJpon every appl icat ion for probate or for le t ters of adminis ­

be^eposited0 l ; r a t i ° n ! every affidavit and any will or codicil shall be deposited 
in Court. wi th the Reg i s t r a r of the Cour t ; and the Reg i s t r a r shall enter in a 

book to be kept for t ha t purpose a m e m o r a n d u m of t he deposit of 
the will and of the condit ion in which i t was found at the t ime of 
the deposit . 

Every will so deposited shall be marked by the Regi s t r a r wi th a 
n u m b e r and the date of the deposit, and shal l be kept in t he custody 
of the R e g i s t r a r ; and every person in teres ted the re in shall be 
ent i t led to a copy thereof on paymen t of a fee of 3 c.p. per folio 
of one h u n d r e d words . 

Depositoryfor 3 g T n e r e s l l a l l b e j t in t n e o f f i c e o f e v e r y Dist r ic t Court a 
wills oi Iivine 
persons. " . s a f e and convenient depository for the wills of deceased persons 

deposited unde r section 31 hereof, and for all such wills of l iv ing 
persons as shall be deposited there for safe cus tody; and persons 
m a y deposit t he i r wills in the depository upon paymen t of such fees 
and unde r such regula t ions as shall from t ime to t ime be prescribed 
by Rules of Court made under th i s Law. 

Proceedings 3 3 ^ — n \ Upon appl ica t ion for probate of a will or codicil , or for 
as to probate v f , L1. ' 
and letters oi le t ters of admin i s t r a t ion wi th will annexed , the Court shall inspect 
admmis­ the will or codicil and read the affidavit or affidavits in connection 
tration. 

t he rewi th , and , if satisfied t ha t the will is genuine and has been 
duly signed and attested according to Law, shall g r a n t probate 
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thereof (or, in case no executor is appointed thereby, letters of 
administration with will annexed), in the form prescribed in 
Schedule C. 

(2.) Upon application for letters of administration the Court shall 
read the affidavit or affidavits in connection therewith, and, if 
satisfied that the deceased died intestate, and that the proposed 
administrator is a fit and proper person to administer the property 
of the deceased, shall grant letters of administration to him. 

(3.) The Court may, of its own motion or on the application of 
any person, summon the persons who made the affidavit or affidavits 
in connection with the will or in connection with the application 
for letters of administration and further examine them, or take any 
further evidence that may be deemed necessary with a view to the 
granting or refusing of'probate or. of letters of administration, 
whether with will annexed or otherwise. 

34. Before granting letters of administration whether with will A<1 minis 
annexed or otherwise to any person, the Court shall require him to Security 
enter into a security bond, with or without a surety or sureties, 
to the effect that he will duly administer the property of the 
deceased according to Law. 

Provided, however, that where on the application of the Public n , 1911, 2. 
Trustee established under the Public Trustee Act, 1906 (G Edw. 
7, ch. 55), letters of administration whether with will annexed or 
otherwise 'are granted to the said Public Trustee the said Public 
Trustee shall not be required to enter into any such security bond or 
to give any security for the purposes aforesaid or otherwise. 

35. The person to whom probate or letters of administration with Notice to 
will annexed is granted shall, within ten days after the grant, if Registl.y 
any immovable property is affected by the will, give notice in Officer, 
writing to the Principal Land Registry Officer, setting out in i\\v 
notice a list of the immovable property affected by the will. 

36. Where any interlineation, alteration, obliteration or erasure Provisions as 
appears on the face of the will, the Court shall require proof thai ^ " ^ e t e . 
it existed in the will at the time of its execution or re-execution, 
or that the interlineation, alteration, obliteration or erasure has 
become valid by the execution of some codicil; otherwise all such 
interlineations, alterations, obliterations and erasures shall be 
invalid and of no effect. 

37. If it appears to the Court upon an application for probate, or Court may 
for letters of administration with will annexed, that the will was p r o b a t e ) ete> 
not duly executed, or that some person opposes the grant, or thai 
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there is a bona fide suggestion or claim that the will is not genuine 
or has been obtained by undue influence or fraud, or if upon an 
application for letters of administration the Court is not satisfied 
that the deceased died intestate, or that the proposed administrator 
is a fit and proper person to administer the property of the deceased, 
the Court shall refuse to grant probate or letters of administration, 
as the case may be, and shall inform the applicant that he is at 
liberty to bring an action in the District Court claiming a grant 
of probate or letters of administration, as the case may be. 

The Rules of Court relating to applications in actions shall as far 
as applicable, extend and apply to applications for probate or letters 
of administration, but no appeal will lie from any order of a Court 
made upon such an application. 

38. Nothing in the foregoing provisions with reference to the 
granting of probate or letters of administration on application, shall 
be taken to prevent any person from bringing an action claiming 
such a grant, or the revocation of any such grant. Such actions 
shall be instituted by writ of summons in the District Court of the 
District in which the deceased had his usual place of residence or 
in which he died, and the Rules of Court relating to proceedings in 
actions shall, as far as applicable, extend and apply to such actions, 
and the District Court shall have power to hear and determine 
such actions, and to give judgment granting probate or letters of 
administration, or revoking or varying any grant of the same which 
may have been made upon application. 

Actions with 
regard to 
probate, etc. 

Rights of 
surviving 
spouse to 
share in legal 
portion. 

TART 4. 
RIGHTS OF SURVIVING SIOTJSE. 

39. Where a person dies leaving a wife or husband, such wife or 
husband shall be entitled to a share in the legal portion of the 
property of which the deceased died possessed, according to the 
following rules : — 

If the deceased has left, besides such wife or husband— 
(1.) Any child or descendant thereof, the wife or husband shall be 

entitled to one-sixth share of the legal portion, or if there be 
more children than five (whether they be living or represented 
by descendants), the wife or husband shall be entitled to a share 
of the legal portion equal to a share of one of such children ; 

(2.) No child nor descendant thereof, but any ancestor or 
descendant thereof within the sixth degree of kindred to the 
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~ 7 e c ^ e 7 , the wife~o7 husband shall be entitled to one-third 
share of the legal portion; 

(3 ) No child nor descendant thereof nor any relative within tiie 
sixth degree of kindred to the deceased, the wife or husband 
shall be entitled to the whole of the legal portion. 

A wife or husband who becomes entitled to any part of the legal 
portion under this section shall not bring into account in reckoning 
such share any property received from the deceased by virtue of the 
marriage contract. 

PART 5. 
RIGHTS or SUCCESSION TO LEGAL PORTION. 

40 Any person who becomes entitled to succeed to any part of *™££* 
the disposable portion, by virtue of the will of the deceased, is in uoccssion b y 

no way debarred from succeeding to any part of the legal portion, taw. 
should he be so entitled. 

Provided always that any child or other descendant of the 
deceased who becomes entitled to succeed to any part of the legal 
portion shall in reckoning his share bring into account all property 
that he'has received from the deceased by way of advancement or 
marriage portion, or by way of gift made in contemplation of death 
unless the deceased has by his will specifically declared that such 
property is not to be so brought into account. 

41. The degree of kindred between any two persons shall be g g S . 0 1 

ascertained as follows: — 
(1 ) When the two persons are in the direct line of descent the 

one from the other, by reckoning the number of generations 
from either of them to the other, each generation constituting 
a degree; and where they are not in the direct line of descent 
the one from the other, by reckoning the number of generations 
from either of them up to their common ancestor and from the 
common ancestor downwards to the other of them, each genera­
tion constituting a degree. 

The degrees of kindred down to the sixth degree are shown m 
the table in Schedule I). 

42. Wherein this Law it is provided that any class of persons shall ^nirigof 
become entitled to the property of a deceased person per stirpes, 
it is thereby intended that the child of any person of the defined 
class who shall have died in the lifetime of the deceased and who, 
if he had survived the deceased, would have become entitled on the 
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death of the deceased to a share in his property shall become entitled 
only to the share which the parent would have taken if he had 
survived the deceased. 

khTdreT" °f 4 3·—i1·) Subject to the provisions in this Law contained as to 
the incapacity of persons to inherit any property of a deceased 
person, and subject to the rights of the surviving wife or husband, 
if any, to the property of a deceased person, the person or persons 
who on the death of any person shall become entitled to the legal 
portion of his property and, if more than one person shall "so 
become entitled, the shares in which they shall be entitled shall be 
as follows, that is to say : — 

(a.) All or such one or more of his lawful children living at 
his death, and the descendants living at his death of any 
of them who have died in his lifetime, and, if more than 
one, in equal shares per stirpes. And if there are no 
descendants of the deceased living at his death ; then 

(b.) All or such one or more of his father, mother, brothers 
and sisters of the full and of the half blood living at his 
death, or the descendants living at his death of any of his 
said brothers or sisters who have died in his lifetime, per 
stirpes, in the shares hereinafter specified; that is to say: — 
The father and the mother of the deceased and each of his 
brothers and sisters of the full blood shall take in equal 
shares; brothers,and sisters of the half blood shall take half 
the share of a brother of the full blood. And if the father 
and mother of the deceased be not living at his death; then 

(c ) The nearest ancestor living at his death shall take an 
equal share with a brother or sister of the full blood. 

If no descendant of the deceased, nor his father or mother, 
nor any brother or sister or descendant of any brother or 
sister, is living at his death; then 

(d.) All or such one or more of his ancestors nearest in degree 
of kindred, male and female, as shall be living at his death; 
if there are ancestors of equal degree of kindred on both 
the father's side and on the mother's side the ancestors on 
each side shall take half the property, and, if there are 
more than one of them on either side, in equal shares. 

Tf no descendant or ancestor) of the deceased nor any 
brother or sister is living at his death; then 

(<?.) All or such one or more of his nearest of kin within, the 
tenth degree of kindred as shall be living at his death, and 
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if there are more than one, in equal shares, the kindred 
nearer in degree excluding those more remote. 

(2.) If there is no person of kin to the deceased wi th in the ten th 
degree of kindred l iv ing at his death he shall be taken to have 
died without heirs , and no one of his kin beyond the t en th degree 
of kindred shal l on his death become in any m a n n e r ent i t led to 
the legal port ion of his proper ty not disposed of by will . 

P A R T 4. 
AllMlNISTHAl'lOS ( ' ) . 

44. W h e r e the deceased has left a will it is the duty of the Exeoutorto 
executor, after h a v i n g obtained a g r a n t of probate , to carry out t he obtainprobate 

IT i " * i i ~ i i ι j - ' find ίΐί IiniruK* 
provisions of the will and general ly to adminis ter the legal port ion ter property, 
according to Law. 

Provided t h a t any executor may renounce the executorship , 
before the g r a n t of probate to h im, but if he so renounces he can 
take no benefit under the will , nor does he incur any l iabi l i ty in 
respect of the wil l . 

45. Any person who claims to be interested under any will may Executor may 
give notice in wri t ing to any person named as executor in the t o accept OT 
will , ca l l ing upon h i m to accept or renounce the execu to r sh ip ; renounce 
and he shal l , with in one month from the receipt of the notice, e k00u 01b lp* 
signify his acceptance or renuncia t ion of the executorship . 

Such acceptance or renuncia t ion shall be effected by t i l ing a 
declarat ion to t ha t in ten t in the Dist r ic t Court in which the will 
has been deposited. Should he make default in filing a declara­

t ion of acceptance, he shall be deemed to bave renounced t he 
executorship . 

46. W h e r e the deceased has left a will without having appointed Administrator 
an executor thereof, it is the duty of the admin is t ra to r , after . ^ j , ' , , " , ^ , , 
h a v i n g obtained a gran t of let ters of adminis t ra t ion with will administer 
annexed, to carry out the provisions of the will and general ly to l""!"'1·.̂ '· 
adminis ter the legal portion according to law. 

47. W h e r e the deceased has died intestate , it is the duty of the Duties of 
adminis t ra tor , after h a v i n g obtained a g r a n t of let ters of adminis ­ administrator, 
t ra t ion , to adminis ter the proper ty of the deceased according to 
law. 

48. An executor who has obtained probate , or an admin i s t r a to r Inventory of 
who lias obtained let ters of adminis t ra t ion (whether with will property to he 

hied m Court. 
(') As to appointment of an Official Trustee as executor or administrator see Official 

Trustees Law, 7 of 1912, s. 5 {<■) p. 619. 
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Power to 
appoint 
temporary 
administrator. 

Duties of 
executor or 
administrator. 

Older of 
payment of 
debts. 

annexed or otherwise), shall, within such time as the Court shall 
direct, file in the Court an inventory of the property of which the 
deceased died possessed. 

The inventory shall be accompanied by a declaration upon oath 
in the form given in Schedule E, or to the like effect. 

49. The Court may, at any time before granting probate or 
letters of administration, upon the application of any person who 
claims to be interested under the will or in the property of the 
deceased, appoint any person to act temporarily as administrator 
of the property of the deceased, for such time as to the Court may 
seem necessary or desirable. And all the rights and duties of an 
executor or administrator shall for that time devolve upon the 
person so appointed. 

50.—(1.) An executor, having obtained probate, or an adminis­
trator with will annexed, shall, in administering the property of 
the deceased, proceed as follows: — 

(a.) Collect and get in with all reasonable speed all the property 
of which the deceased died possessed; 

(b.) Pay the funeral and testamentary expenses and all the 
just debts of the deceased ; 

(c.) Have the residue of the property carefully valued, if it 
appears to be necessary so to do, and carry out the pro­
visions of the will according to law, reducing the legacies 
proportionately if it appears that the testator has affected to 
dispose by will of more than he was legally entitled so to 
do; 

(d.) Distribute the legal portion according to law. 
(2.) Where the deceased has died intestate the administrator 

shall proceed to administer the property of the deceased in the 
same manner as is prescribed for an executor, save with regard to 
the carrying out the provisions of the will. 

51. The following are to be regarded as the just debts of the 
deceased, and they shall be liquidated by the executor or adminis­
trator in the following order : — 

(1.) The reasonable funeral expenses of the deceased; 
(2.) The expenses incident -to the acceptance and discharge of 

the executorship; 
(3.) The expenses of the medical treatment of the deceased dur­

ing his last illness, and the wages due to the domestic servants 
of the deceased, not exceeding six months' wages; 
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(4.) Debts ou bonds and other secured debts according to the i r 
several p r io r i t i es ; 

(5.) Simple contract debts. 
52.—(1.) Specific legacies shall take rank and be l iqu ida ted after Treatment oi 

the paymen t of the jus t debts, and, unless the will shows a con- jCgacjcs. 
t rary in tent ion, shall be l iquidated before the general legacies. 

(2.) If it appears t ha t the value of the specific legacies, taken 
together , exceeds t ha t of the disposable portion, (lie reduction and 
aba tement of such, legacies shal l be effected in five following 
manne r : — 

All the objects of the specific bequests shall be sold and from 
the proceeds of sale the moneys equivalent in value to t h a t of 
the disposable port ion shal l be set apa r t and dis t r ibuted 
amongst the specific legatees in proport ion to the value of 
their respective legacies. 

53 . I t shal l be open to the Court to order tha t an executor or Publication 
admin is t ra to r shall a-ive notice of his in tent ion to d is t r ibute the °f "°'icf.o£ 

" . distribution 
assets, by such publicat ion as m a y seem to the Court to be reason- maybe 
able, and t h a t the d is t r ibut ion of the assets shal l be postponed 01'deret1· 
unt i l such t ime after the publ icat ion as may seem to the Court to 
be desirable. 

54. W h e r e the executor or admin i s t r a to r has died or become in- Death of 
canable of ac t ing before the admin i s t ra t ion of the proper ty is con- executor or 

1 ° .. . ^ administrator. 
eluded, the Court may , upon the appl ica t ion of any person, g r a n t 
letters of adminis t ra t ion to some person for the purpose of ca r ry ing 
out the due adminis t ra t ion of the proper ty according to Law. 

W h e r e such letters of adminis t ra t ion have been g ran ted all the 
r ights and duties of an executor or adminis t ra tor shall devolve 
upon the new adminis t ra tor . 

55 . If all the heirs to a deceased person have renounced the Da default of 
inher i tance , or if the deceased has died wi thout heirs or has left 0f adminis-
heirs who are all absent from Cyprus , the Court may , on the tration may 
appl ica t ion of the Queen 's Advocate, or of any person interested " g , a " 
in the adminis t ra t ion of the proper ty of the deceased, gran! letters 
of adminis t ra t ion or letters of adminis t ra t ion with will annexed an 
the case may be, to any person: and the adminis t ra tor shall uiider 
the direction of the Cour t :—· 

(1.) Collect and get in the estate of the deceased person w :tli al l 
reasonable speed ; 

(2.) Apply the assets to the payment of the l iabil i t ies bf the 
deceased's estate, so far as the ussets will ex t end ; 
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(3.) P a y any balance r e m a i n i n g in liis h a n d s after paymen t of 
a l l t he l iabi l i t ies in to the P u b l i c T r e a s u r y ; 

(4.) F i l e in the Dis t r ic t Court , wi th in such t ime as the Court 
shal l order, a t rue account of the proper ty t ha t has come into 
his bands as admin i s t r a to r , and of the manne r in which it 
has been disposed of. 

An heir may 
renounce the 
inheritance. 

P A R T 7. 

ACCEPTANCE AND RENUNCIATION' OF I N H E K I T A N C E . 

56. Any person upon whom an inher i t ance devolves by law may 
e i ther accept the inher i t ance or renounce i t . 

E v e r y heir is presumed to have accepted an inher i t ance who, not 
h a v i n g renounced it w i th in such t ime as is here inaf ter prescribed, 
shal l have in te rmeddled wi th the p roper ty of the deceased except 
so far as may be reasonably necessary for the preservat ion thereof. 

Liability of 57. The hei rs who have accepted an inher i t ance are l iable to pay 
i!il'eritancelng ^ e °-ebts 0 I ^ n e deceased so far as the proper ty of the deceased t h a t 

has come in to the i r hands is sufficient for the paymen t thereof. 
and no fur ther . 

Debts due from the deceased to an he i r are not ext inguished by 
the acceptance of the inher i t ance . 

Renunciation. 58 . An inher i t ance m a y be renounced by any he i r a t any t ime 
wi th in three months from the t ime when he first became aware of 
the death of the deceased. 

Renunc ia t ion is effected by filing in the District, Court of the 
Dis t r ic t in which the deceased last usuall j- resided a declarat ion 
of renunc ia t ion in the form p-iven in Schedule F . 

Proviso. 59. No he i r m a y renounce any inher i tance who has received any 
p a r t of the estate , unless a t the t ime of renunc ia t ion he shal l pay 
into Court the full value of the pa r t of the estate received by h im. 

Effect of 60. An heir who has renounced the inher i tance incurs no l iabi l i ty 
renunciation. j n r e s p e c t of the debts of the deceased, and can receive no benefit 

from the estate of the deceased ei ther by operation of law or under 
the will of the deceased. 
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P A R T 8. 

MISCELLANEOUS . 

6 1 . On fai lure of hei rs , all proper ty of a deceased person with On failure 
respect to which he shall die in tes ta te , with the exception of Vacouf pTOperl,y 
proper ty , shall become the proper ty of Her Majesty, her heirs and devolves on 

τ ΎΤ <ι ι ' τ π ­ι ι i i Crown except 
successors; and vacouf proper ty snail devolve upon the persons y a e o uf 
entit led there to by law. property. 

62. This Law shall not affect the established r ights of any Rights of 
monast ic ins t i tu t ions or corporate body. monasteries 

reserved. 

63 . This Law shall not app ly to the proper ty of deceased Not to 
Mahommedans . *ffi£ 

medans . 

64. This Law shall not be applied in any case in which the Treaty 
appl ica t ion thereof shall appear to be inconsistent with any obliga­ ot>l|gatloIliJ 

tions imposed by t r ea ty . 

65. The H i g h Commissioner with the advice and assistance of Power to 
the Chief Jus t ice may from t ime to t ime , by writing· under the ma^e R u l e s 

hand and official seal of the High Commissioner and the h a n d of 
the Chief Jus t ice , make Rules of C o u r t : — 

(1.) For r egu la t i ng the practice and procedure of the Courts and 
Judges and Officers of the Courts in ca r ry ing out the pro­

visions of th i s L a w ; 
(2.) F o r prescr ibing and r egu la t ing the fees to be taken in respect 

of any proceedings taken or acts done under the provisions of 
th is Law or of any Rules of Court made in pursuance thereof. 

S C H E D U L E A. (S. 22.) 

FOHM OF W I L L . 

The last will of me of in the Island of 
Cyprus, made this day of 189 

1. I hereby revoke any will by me previously made. 
2. I give and bequeath to 
3. I also give and bequeath to , etc., etc. 
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And all the residue of my movable or Mulk property I give and 
bequeath to , etc. 

I appoint of to be executor of this my will. 
, A . Β. (testator). 

Signed by the said A. B. in the sight and presence of us, all present 
at the same time, who in his sight and presence, at his request, and 
in the presence of each other subscribe our names as attesting 
witnesses. 

G. D. 
E. F. 
G. H. 

S C H E D U L E B. (1.) (S. 30.) 

In the District Court of 
Probate Jurisdiction 

In the matter of deceased. 
I of make oath and say t ha t I am 

one of the subscribing witnesses to the last will of the said 
late of deceased, the said will bearing date the 
day of and having been deposited in the District Court of 

on the day of 
I further make oath and say tha t the said testator executed the said 

will on the day of the date thereof by signing his name in the attesta­
tion clause thereof as the name now appears thereon, in the presence 
of me and of the other subscribed witnesses 
thereto, we all being present at the same time, and we thereupon 
attested and subscribed the said will in the presence of the said testator. 

The estimated value of the movable property of the deceased is 
£ 

Sworn at on the day of 
(Signed.) 

18 , before me, 

S C H E D U L E B. (2.) (S. 30.) 

In the District Court of 
Probate Jurisdiction 

In the matter of deceased. 
j of, tor We · and 

0f ' ] having with care and attention inspected the last 
will of the said late of deceased, the said 
will bearing date the day of and having been 
deposited in the District Court of on the day of 

the said will beginning thus ending thus 
and being thus subscribed and having 
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observed the names s e t a n d s u b s c r i b e d t o t h e s a i d 

will as witnesses attesting the due execution thereof, make oath and 
say as follows: — 

1. I am the [lawful widow or executor, or as the case may be]. 

2. I further say tha t I have made inquiries and ascertained t ha t no 
person or persons was or were present at the execution of the said will, 
save and except the said testator and the said 

3 · τ
 ί . . , [or We ] knew and was well 

acquainted with the said testator for many years before his death, and 
during such period I have frequently seen him write and subscribe his 
name to writings, and I am well acquainted with the manner and 
character of his handwriting and signature, and I verily and in my 
conscience believe the name subscribed to the said will as aforesaid to 
be of the true and proper handwriting of the said testator. 

4. [Here set out the dates of the deaths of the attesting witnesses and 
the belief in the genuineness of their signatures.] 

5. The estimated value of the movable property of the deceased is 

Sworn by the said , (Signed.) 
at this ( V 5 ' 
day of f 

before me 

S C H E D U L E C. (S. 33.) 

In the District Court of 

Probate Jurisdiction 

In the matter of late of deceased. 

Be it known tha t on the day of the last will 
[or the will with the codicils] [a copy whereof is hereunto annexed.! 
of? late of deceased, who died on 
a t a i l d who at the time of his death had his fixed place of 
abode at within the jurisdiction of this Court was 
proved and deposited in this Court and probate of the said will and 
administration of the property of the deceased was granted by this 
Court to executor named in the said will [or letters of 
administration with the said will (and codicils) annexed of the property 
of the deceased were granted by this Court to 
he having been first duly sworn]. 

VOL. 1—68 

(Signed.) 
Seal of Court. 
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SCHEDULE D. (3. 41.) 
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S C H E D U L E E. (S. 48.) 
In the District Court of 

Probate Jurisdiction 
In the matter of deceased. 

°' as [executor or administrator, 
as the case may be], of w n o died on the 
d a y o f and who had at the time of his death his fixed place 
of abode at within the jurisdiction of this Court 
hereby declare t ha t 

(1.) The said deceased at the time of his death was possessed or 
entitled to the properties mentioned in the Inventory attached hereto. 

(2.) No property of the said deceased has at any time come to my 
possession or knowledge save as is set forth in the said Inventory, 

On day of , 18 , the said 
was duly sworn [or affirmed] to the t ru th of the above declaration. 

Before me 

S C H E D U L E P . (S. 58.) 

In the District Court of 
Probate Jurisdiction 

In the matter of deceased. 
Whereas late of deceased, died on the 

day of at intestate, having at the time of his 
death his fixed place of abode at within the jurisdiction 
of this Court, and whereas I of am his 
[lawful child or next of kin, as the case may be], now I 
the said do hereby declare tha t I have not inter­

meddled with the property of the deceased and further do hereby 
expressly renounce my right to inherit from the said deceased. 

In witness whereof Γ have hereto set my hand and seal this day above 
written. 

Signed and sealed in the presence of 

W I N E A N D S P I R I T D U T I E S . 

See CUSTOMS, E X C I S E AND R E V E N U E . 

VOL. Ι — 6 8 Λ 


