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IMAPAPTHMA IIPQTO
THE EINITHMHE E®HMEPIAATX THEX AHMOKPATIAX
Ap. 2919 g 27mg OKTQBPIOY 1994
NOMOGEZIA

MEPOX IlI

O nepi tov Tehkdv Mpéteov g ‘Extaxmg Mayxéomas Arboxeyns tomv T\npegov-
ciav g Awbvoig ‘Evaeong Tnhemixowvovidv (Cevein, 1992) (Kupotixéc) Népog Tov 1994
exdidetar pe dnpocicvon oy Enionpn Epnpuepida g Kunpraxiig Anpoxparias sippove
pe to "ApBpo 52 tov Tuvedyparog.

ApBuég 17(III) Tov 1994

NOMOZ KYPQTIKOZ TQN TEAIKQN ITPAEEQN
THZ EKTAKTHZX ITATKOZMIAT AIAZKEYHX TON ITIAHPESOYZIOQN
THZ AIEGNOYZ ENQXHZ THAENIKOINQNIOQN (TENEYH, 1992)
H BovAij twv Avinpoodnev yneilet og akorovbug:
1. O napidv Népog Ba avapépetar wg o nepi tov Telikdv degemv ™G Zuvornxég
"Extaxtng Mayxéoptas Audoxeymg tov Minpetovoiov e Aebvois “Evoong tithog.
Tniemxowovidv (Fevetn, 1992) (Kvpotikéc) Népog tov 1994, .
2. Ztov napévia Népo— _ Epymveia.
«Tehxég IMpdEeign onpaiver— '
(@) Tn Zvotanxt Mpdn g Aevoig ‘Evaong ThAemxowvovidv,
(B) ™ ZipBaom tng Aebvovg “Eveong Tn)..emxowmwdw, Ko '
(v) o ITpoarpetixd [Ipwtéxodro,

1a onoia éywvav ot Tevein otig 22 Asxkepppiov 1992 xatd tn ddpxera g
"Extaxtng [Mayxéopag Avdoxeyng tov Iinpetovsiov g Aebvoic.  'Evaong
Tnlemxowvovidv.
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Kopoon 3. Me tov napévia Népo xvpdvoviar ov Terixég IlpaEeig, tav onoimv ta
wv Tehwdv  keipeva anéd to ayyAixé mpwtétuno napatibeviar 6to Mépog I tov Iivaxa xat

gf‘f::: o€ eAAnVikn perdppacn oto Mépog II avtod:

:éooc :‘ Noctitat 611 oc nepintoon dagopdc petaéd tov xewévav tov Mépoug I xar
Epo II. exeivov tov Mépoug II tov ITivaxa, 6a vrepioydouv ta xeipeva mov mapa-
S X
tifeviar oto Mépog I autov.
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| . MEPOZ I
CONSTITUTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL

TELECOMMUNICATION UNION

Preamble

Whnle fully recognizing the sovereign right of each State to regulate its
telecommunication and having regard to the growmg importance of
telecommunication for the preservation of peace and the economic and social
development of all States, the States Parties to this Constitution, as the basic
instument of the International Telecommunication Union, and to- the
Convention of the ‘International Telecommunication Union - (hereinafter
referred to as "the Convention”) which complements it, with the object of
facilitating peaceful relations, intemational cooperation among peoples and
economic and social development by means of efficient telecommumcatlon ‘
services, have agreed as foliows:

a)

b)

CHAPTERI

Basic Provisions

ARTICLE 1

Purposes of the Union

The purposes of the Union are:

to maintain and extend intemational cooperatlon between all
Members of the Union for the improvement and rational use of

telecommunications of all kinds; —

to promote and to offer technical assistance to developing countries

in the field of telecommunications, ang also to promote the

- mobilization of the material and financial resources needed for

implementation;

to promote the development of techmca_l facilities and their most .
efficient operation with a view to improving the efficiency of

- telecommunication services, increasing their usefulness and making .

them, so far as possible, generally available to the public;

to promote the extension of the  benefits of the new
telecommunication technologies to all the world's inhabitants;

to promote the use of telecommunication semces with the objective
of facilitating peaceful relatlons,

to harmonize the actions of Members in the attamment of those ’
ends v
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b)

c)

d)
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to promote, at the intemational level, the adoption of a broader
approach to the issues of telecommunications in the global
information economy and society, by cooperating with other world
and regional intergovemmental organizations and those, non-

- governmental organizations concerned with telecommunications.

To this end; the Union shall in pérticular.

effect allocation of bands of the radio-frequency spectrum, the
allotment of radio frequencies and registration of radio-frequency
assignments and any associated orbital positions in- the
geostationary-satellite orbit in order to avoid harmful interference
between radio stations of different countries;

coordinate efforts to eliminate harmful interference between radio
stations of different countries and to improve the use made of the -

- radio-frequency spectrum and of the geostationary-satellite orbit for
_ radiocommunication services,

facilitate the worldwide stanidardization of telecommunications, with
a satisfactory quality of service;

foster intemational cooperation' in--the -delivery of -technical
assistance to the developing countries and the creation,
development and improvement of telecommunication equipment
and networks in" developing countries by every means at its
disposal, inciuding through its participation in the relevant
programmes . of the United Nations and the use of its own

. resources, as appropriate;

coordinate efforts to harmonize the development of
telecommunication facilities, notably those using space techniques,
with a view to full advantage being taken of their possibilities;

foster collaboration among its Members with a view to the
establishment of rates at levels as low as possible consistent with
an efficient service .and taking into account the necessity for
maintaining - independent financial administration of

. telecommunication on a sound basis; _

‘promote the adoption of measures for ensuring the safety of life
- through the cooperation of telecommunication services;

undertake studies, make regulations, adopt resolutions, formulate
'recommendatlons and opinions, and collect and publlsh information
i concemmg teleoommumcatlon matters;

promote, with mternatnonal financial © and  development

 organizations, the establishment of preferential and favourable lines
“of credit to be :used for the development of social projects aimed,
[mler alia, at extending telecommumcatuon semces to the most

olated areas m countnes



20
21
22

23

24
25

26

27

213
ARTICLE 2

Composition of the Union

The International Telecommunication Union shall, having regard to the
principle of universality and the desirability of universal partucnpanon in the
Union, be composed of:

a) any State which is a Member of the Union as a Party to any
International Telecommunication Convention prior to the entry into
force of this Constitution and the Convention;

b) any other State, a Member of the United Nations, which accedes to
this Constitution and the- Conventnon in‘accordance with Article 53
of this Constitution;

c) any other State, not a Member of the United Nations, which applies
for membership of the Union and which, after having secured
approval of such application by two-thirds of the Members of the
Union, accedes to this Constitution and the Convention in
-accordance with Article 53 of this Constitution. If such application
for membership is made during the .interval between two
Plenipotentiary Conferences, the Secretary-General shall consult
the Members of the Union; a Member:shall be deemed to have
abstained if it has not replied within four shonths after its opinion has
been requested.

ARTICLE 3

Rights and Obligations of Members

1. Members of the Union shall have the rights and shall be subject to
the obligations provided for in this Constitution and the Convention.

2. Rights of Members in ‘respect of their participation in the
conferences, meetings and consultations of the Union are:

a) all Members shall be entitled to participate in conferences, shall be
eligible for election to the Council and shall have the right to
nominate candidates for election as officials of the. Union or as -
members of the Radio Regulations Board; '

b) subject to the provisions of Nos. 169 and 210 of this Constitution,
each Member shall have one vote "at all Plenipotentiary
Conferences, all world conferences and all radiocommunication
assemblies and study.group meetings and, if it is a Member of the
Council, all sessions of that Council. At regional conferences, only
the Members of the region concemed shall have the right to vote;
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c) subject to the provisions of Nos. 169 and 210 of this Constitution,
each Member shall also have one vote in all consultations carried
out by comespondence. In the case of consultations regarding
regional conferences, only the Members of the region concemed
shall have the right to vote.

ARTICLE 4

Instruments of the Union

1. The instruments of the Union are:

-~ this Constitution of the Intemational Telecommunication Union,
< the Convention of the Intemational Telecommunication Union, and
- the Administrative Regulations. '

2. This Constitution, the provisions of whtch are complemented by
those of the Convention, is the basic instrument of the Union.

3. The provisions of both this Constitution and the’ Convention are
further complemented by those of the Administrative Regulations,
enumerated below, which regulate the use of telecommunications and shall
be binding on all Members:

- Intemational Telecommunication Regulations,

- Radio Regulations. - .

4. Inthe case of inconsistency between a provision of this Constitution
and a provision of the Convention or of the Administrative Regulations, the

Constitution shall prevail. In the case of inconsistency between a provision of
the Convention and a provision of the Administrative Regulations, the

‘_Convention shall prevail.

ARTICLE 5

Definitions

Unless the context otherwnse requires: .

-a) the terms used in this Constitution and defined in its Annex which
_ forms an integral part of this Constltuhon shall have the meanings
. 'ass:gned to them in that Annex;

" b) ‘the terms - other than those defi ned in the Annex to this
- Constitution - used in the Convention and defined in the Annex
thereto, which forms an integral part of the Convention, shall have

the meanings assigned to them in that Annex; -
¢) other terms defined in the Administrative Regulations shall have the
‘ meamngs therem asslgned to them ' ; . :
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ARTICLE 6

Execution of the Instruments of the Union

1. The Members are bound to abide by the provisions of this
Constitution, the Convention and the Administrative Regulations in all
telecommunication offices and stations established or operated by them
which engage in intemational services or which are capable of causing
harmful interference to radio services of other countries, except in regard to
services exempted from these obligations in accordance with the provusnons of
Article 48 of this Constitution.

2. The Members are also bound to take the necessary steps to
impose the observance of the provisions of this Constitution, the Convention
and the Administrative Regulations upon operating agencies authorized by
them to establish and operate telecommunications and.which engage in
intemational services or which operate stations capable of causing harmful

- interference to the radio services of other countries.

ARTICLE 7

Structure of the Union

The Union shall comprise:

a) the Plenipotentiary Conference, which is the supreme organ of the
Union;

b) the Council, which acts on behalf of the Plempolenhary Conference;
c) world conferences on international telecommunications;

d) the Radiocommunication Sector, including world and regional
radiocommunication conferences, radiocommunication assemblies
and the Radio Regulations Board;

e) the Telecommunication Standardization Sector, mcludmg world
telecommunication standardization conferences;

f) the Telecommunication Development Sector including world and
regional telecommunication development conferences;

g) the General Secretariat.
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ARTICLE 8

Plenipotentiary Conference

The Plenipotentiary Conference shall be composed of delegations

representing Members. It shall be convened every four years.

2.
a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

)

h)

)

k)

The Plenipotentiary Conference shall:

determine the general policies for fulfiling the purposes of the
Union prescribed in Article 1 of this Constitution;

after considering the reports by the Council on the activities of the
Union since the previous Plenipotentiary Conference and on the
recommended strategic policy and planning for the Union, adopt all

decisions it considers appropriate;

establish the basis for the budget of the Union and determine, in the
light of its decisions taken on the reporis referred to in No. 50
above, a ceiling for the expenditure of the Union until the next
Plenipotentiary Conference after considering all relevant aspects of

"the work of the Union in that period;

provide any general directives dealing with the staffing of the Union
and, if necessary, fix the basic salaries, the salary scales and the
system of allowances and pensions for all the officials of the Union;
examine the accounts of the Union and finally approve them, if
appropriate;

elect the Members of the Union which are to serve on the Council,
elect the Secretary-General, the Deputy Secretary-General and the
Directors of the Bureaux of the Sectors as elected officials of the
Union; .

elect the members of the Radio Regulations Board;

consider and adopt, if appropriate, proposals for amendments to
this Constitution and the Convention in accordance with the

provisions of Article 55 of this Constitution and the relevant

provns:ons of the Convention respectively;

conclude or revise, if necessary, agreements between the Union
and other intemational organizations, examine any provisional
agreements with such organizations concluded by the Council on
behalf of the Union, and take such measures in connection
therewith as it deems appropriate;

deal with such other telecommunication questions as may be
necessary. .
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ARTICLE 9

Principles Concernjng Elections and Related Matters

1. The Plenipotentiary Conference, at any elections referred to in Nos
54 to 56 of this Constitution, shall ensure that:

a) the Members of the Ceouncil are elected with due regard to the need
for equitable distribution of the seats on the Council among all
regions of the world;

b) 'the Secretary-General, the Deputy Secretary-General, the Directors
of the Bureaux and the members of the Radio Regulations Board
shall all be nationals of different Members, and at their election, due
consideration should be given to equitable geographical distribution
amongst the regions of the world; as far as the elected officials are

' concemed, due consideration should aiso be given to the principles
embodied in No. 154 of this Constitution;

c) the members of the Radio Regulations Board shall be elected, in

- - their individual capacity, from the candidates proposed by the

Members of the Union; each Member may propose only one
candidate who shall be one of its nationals.

2. The procedures for these elections shall be established by the
Plenipotentiary Conference. Provisions relating to taking up duties, vacancy
and re-eligibility are contained in the Convention.

ARTICLE 10

The Council

(1) The Council shall be composed of Members of the Union
elected by the Pienipotentiary Conference in accordance with the provisions
of No. 61 of this Constitution.

(2) Each Member of the Council shall appoint a person to serve
on the Council who may be assisted by one or more advisers.

2. The Council shall adopt its own Rules of Procedure.

3. In the interval between Plenipotentiary Conferences, the Council
shall act, as 'govemning body of the Union, on behalf of the Plenipolentiary
Conference within the limits of the powers delegated to it by the latter.
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4. (1) .The Council shall take all steps to facilitate the implementation
by the Members of the provisions of this Constitution, of the Convention, of
the Administrative Regulations, of the decisions of the Plenipotentiary
Conference, and, where appropriate, of the decisions of other conferences
and meetings of the Union, and perform any duties assigned to it by the
Plenipotentiary Conference.

(2) It shall consider broad telecommunication policy issues in
keeping with the guidelines given by the Plenipotentiary Conference in order
to ensure that the Union's policies and strategy fully respond to the constantly -
changing telecommunication environment. .

(3) 1t shall ensure the efficient coordination of the work of the
Union and exercise effective financial control over the General Secretariat
and the three Sectors.

(4) 1t shall contribute, in accordance with the purposes of the
Union, to the development of telecommunications in the developing countries
by every means at its disposal, including through the participation of the
Union in the appropriate programmes of the United Nations.

ARTICLE 11

General Secretariat

1. (1) The General Secretariat shall be directed by a Secretary-
General, assisted by one Deputy Secretary-General.

(2) The Secretary-General, with the assistance of the
Coordination Committee, shall prepare strategic policies and plans for the
Union and shall coordinate its activities.

(3) The Secretary-General shall take all the actions required to
ensure economic use of the Union's resources and shall be responsible to the
Council for all the administrative and financial aspects of the Union's activities.

(4) The Secretary-General shall act as the legal representative of
the Union.

2. The Deputy Secretary-General shall be responsible to the
Secretary-General; he shall assist the Secretary-General in the performance
of his duties and underiake such specific tasks as may be entrusted to him by
the Secretary-General. He shall perform the duties of the Secretary-General
in the absence of the latter.
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CHAPTER I

Radiocommunication Sector

ARTICLE 12

Functions and Structure

(1) The functions of the Radiocommunication Sector shall be to

fulfil the purposes of the Union, as stated in ‘Article 1 of this Constitution,
relating to radiocommunication:

by ensuring the rational, equitable, efficient and economical use of
the radio-frequency spectrum by all radiocommunication services,
including those using the geostationary-satellite orbit, subject to the
provisions of Article 44 of this Constitution, and

by carrying out studies without limit of frequency range and
adopting recommendations on radiocommunication matters.

(2) The precise respbnsibilities of the Radiocommunication Sector

and the Telecommunication Standardization Sector shall be subject to
continuing review, in close cooperation, with regard to matters of common
interest to both Sectors, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the
Convention. Close coordination shall be camed out between the
Radiocommunication, Telecommunication Standardization .and Telecom-
mumcatuon Development Sectors.

2.
- a)
b)
o)

d)
e)
3.

a)

b)

The Radvocommumcatlon Sector shall work through:
world and regional radiocommunication conferences;
the Radio Regulations Board;

radiocommunication assemblies, which shall be assocnated wnth
world radiocommunication conferences;

radiocommunication study groups;

the Radiocommunication BUreau, headed by the elected Director.
The Radiocommunication Sector shall have as members:

of right, the administrations of all Members of the Union;

any entity or organization authorized in accordance with the
relevant provisions of the Convention. .
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ARTICLE 13

Radiocommunication Conferences and
Radiocommunicztion Assemblies

1. A world radiocommunication conference may partially or, in
exceptional cases, completely, revise the Radio Regulations and may deal
with any question of a worldwide character within its competence and related
to its agenda; its other duties are specitied in the Convention.

2. World radiocommunication conferences shall normally be convened
every two years; however, following the application of the relevant provisions
of the Convention, such a conference need not be convened or an additional
one may be convened.

3. Radiocommunication assemblies shall also normally be convened
every two years, and be associated in place. and time with world
radiocommunication conferences so as to improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of the Radiocommunication Sector. Radiocommunication
assemblies shall provide the necessary technical bases for the work of the
world radiocommunication conferences and respond to all requests from
worid radiocommunication conferences. The duties of the radiocommunication
assemblies are specified in the Convention.

4. The decisions of a word radiocommunication conference, of a
radiocommunication assembly and of a regional radiocommunication
conference shall in all circumstances be in conformity with this Constitution
and the Convention. The decisions of a radiocommunication assembly or of a
regional radiocommunication conference shall also in all circumstances be in
conformity with the Radio Regulations. When adopting resolutions and
decisions, the conferences shall take into account the foreseeable financial
implications and should avoid adopting resolutions and decisions which might

- give-rise to expenditure in excess of the upper limits on credits laid down by

the Pienipotentiary Conference.

ARTICLE 14

Radio Regulations Board

1. The Radio Regulations Board shall consist of elected members
thoroughly qualmed in the field of radiocommunications and possessing
practical experience in the assignment and utilization of frequencies. Each
member shall be familiar with the geographic, economic and demographic
conditions within a particular area of the world. They shall perform their duties
for the Union independently and on a part-time basis.
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2. The duties of the Radio Regulatnons Board shall conS|st of:

a) the approval of Rules of Procedure, which mclude technical criteria,
in accordance with the Radio Regulations and with any decision
which may be taken by competent radiocommunication
conferences. These Rules of Procedure shall be used by the
Director and the Bureau in the application of the Radio Regulations
to register frequency assignments made by Members. These Rules
shall be open to comment by administrations and, in case of
continuing disagreement, the matter shall be submitted to a
forthcoming world radiocommunication conference;

b) the consideration of any other matier that cannot be resolved
through the application of the above Rules of Procedure;

¢) the performance of any additional duties, concemed with the

* assignment and utilization of frequencies, as indicated in No. 78 of
this Constitution, in accordance with the procedures provided for in
the Radio Regulations, and as prescribed by a competent
conference or by the Council with the consent of a majority of the
Members of the Union, in preparation for, or in pursuance of the
decisions of, such a conference.

3. (1) In the exercise of their Board duties, the members of the
Radio Regulations Board shall serve, not as representing their respective
Member States nor a region, but as custodians of an intemational public trust.
In particular, each member of the Board shall refrain from intervening in
decisions directly conceming the member's own administration.

- (2) No member of the Board shall request or receive instructions
relating to the exercise of his duties for the Union from any government or a
member thereof, or from any public or private organization or person.
Members shall refrain from taking any action or from participating in any
decision which may be incompatible with their status defined in No. 98 above.

(3) Each Member shall respect the exclusively intemational
character of the duties of the members of the Board and refrain from
attempting to influence them in the performance of their Board duties. -

4. The working arrangements of the Radio Regulations Board are
defined in the Convention. . .
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ARTICLE 15

Radiocommunication Study Groups

The duties of the radiocommunication study groups are specified in the

_ Convention.

ARTICLE 16

Radiocommunication Bureau

The functions of the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau are
specified in the Convention.

CHAPTER Ili

Telecommunication Standardization Sector

ARTICLE 17

Functions and Structure

1. (1) The functions. of the Telecommunication Standardization.
Sector shall be to fulfi the purposes of the Union relating to
telecommunication standardization, as stated in Article 1 of this Constitution,
by studying technical, operating and tariff questions and adopting
recommendations on them with a view to standardizing telecommunications
on a worldwide basis.

(2) . The precise responsibilities of the Telecommunication
Standardization and Radiocommunication Sectors shall be subject to
continuing review, in close cooperation, with regard to matters of common
interest to both Sectors, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the
Convention. Close coordination shall be caried out between the
Radiocommunication, Telecommunication Standardization .and Telecom-
munication Development Sectors.

2. The Telecommunication Standardization Sector shall work through:
a) world telecommunication standardization conferences;
b) telecommunication standardization study groups;

c) the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau headed by ihe
elected Director.
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3. The Telecommunication Standardization Sector shall have as
members:
a) of right, the administiations of all Members of the Union;

b) any entity or organization authorized in accordance with the
relevant provisions of the Convention. :

ARTICLE 18

World Telecommunication Standardization Conferences

1. The duties of world telecommunication standardvzauon conferefices o

are specified in the Convention.

2. Word 1elecommumcat|on standardnzanon conferences shalt be
convened every four years; however, an additional conference may be held in-
accordance with the relevant provisions of the Convention.

3: Decisions of world telecommunication standard:zatlon conferences

“must in all cifcumstances be in conformity with thlS Constitution, the

Convention and the ‘Administrative Regulations. When adopting ‘resolutions
and -decisions, the conferences shall take into account the foreseeable
financial implications and should avoid adopting Tesolutions and decisions
which might give rise to expenditure in excess of the upper limits oh credits

laid down by the Pienipotentiary Conference:.

ARTICLE 19 .

Telecommunication Standardization Study Groups

The duties of the telecommumcanon standardazatlon study groups are
specmed in the Convention.

ARTICLE 20

Telecommunication Standardization Bureau

The functaons of the Duector of the Telecommumcatnon Standard:zatlon ‘

‘Bureau are specmed in the Convention.
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CHAPTER IV

Telecommunication Development Sector

ARTICLE 21

‘Functions and .Structure

1. (1) The functions of the Telecommunication Development Sector

“shall be to fulfil the purposes of the Union as stated in Aricle. 1 of this
- Constitution and to discharge, within its specific sphere of competence, the

Union's dual responsibility as a Unitled Nations specialized agency and

executing agency for implementing projects under the United Nations

development system or other funding arrangements so as to facilitate and

- enhance telecommunications development by offering, organizing and

coordinating technical cooperation and assistance activities.

(2) . The activities of the Radiocommunication,"Telecommunication
Standardization and Telecommunication Development Sectors shall be the

- subject of close cooperation with regard to matters relating to development, in

accordance with the relevant provisions of this Constitution.

2. Within the foregoing framework, the specific functions .of the
Telecommunication Development Sector shall be to:

a) raise the level of awareness of decision-makers conceming the
important role of telecommunications in the national economic and
social development programme, and provide information and advice
on possible policy and structural options; :

b) promote the development, expansion and operation of

- telecommunication networks and services, particularly in developing

countries, taking into account the activities of other relevant bodies,

by reinforcing capabilities for human resources development,

planning, management, resource mobilization, and research .and
development; '

¢) enhance the growth of telecommunications through cooperation
with Tegional telecommunications organizations and with global and
regional development financing institutions, monitoring the status of
projects included in its development programme to ensure that they
are properly executed,; .

d) activate the mobilization of resources to provide assistance in the
- field of telecommunications to developing countries by promoting
the establishment of ‘preferential and favourable linesof credit, and
cooperating with intemational and regional financial and
development institutions; ' v
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promote and coordinate programmes to accelerate the transfer of
appropriate technologies to the developing countries in the light of

- changes and developments in the networks of the developed'.

countries;
encourage participation by industry _in telecommunicatibn"_
development in developing countries, and offer advice on the
choice and transfer of appropriate’ technology;

“offer advice, carry out or. sponsor studies, as necessary, on

technical, economic, financial, managerial, regulatory and policy
issues, . mcludmg studies of specmc projects in the field of

-telecommun;catror\s

collaborate with the other Sectors, the General Secretariat- and '
other concemed bodies in developing a general plan for
international and regional telecommunication networks so.as to
facilitate the coordination of their development with a view to the

- provision of telecommunication services;

in carrying out the above funttions, give special -attention to the
reqalrements of the ieast developed countries. -

The Telecommumcahon Development Sector shall work through

world and regional ‘telecommunication development conferences
telecommunication development study groups; S

the Telecommunication Development Bureau headed by . the
elected Director. - .

The Telecommunication Develgpment Sector 'shall have . as

of right, the agministrations of all Members of the Umon

any entity or organization authorized in accordance with the
relevant provisions of the Convention.
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ARTICLE 22

Telecommunication Development Conferences

4. Telecommunication .development conferences :shall .be a.forum for

the discussior -and- consideration.of topics, ;projects:and programmes relevant

to telecommunication .developmient and for the -provision of direction -and
guidance to the Telecommunication Dévelopment Bureau.

2. . Telecommumcahon development conferences -shall-<comprise:
:a) wqﬂd telecommunication developmem conferences;
)] »reglonal telecommunication development conferences.

3. There shall be, ‘between -two ‘Plenipotentiary -Conferences, -one

-wor!d telecommunication -development .conference -and, subject to resources
and priorities,regional telecommunication development conferences.

4. The telecommunication.development.conferences shall not produce

-Final ‘Acts. Their -conclusions ‘shall take the form .of resolutions, :decisions,
‘recommendations ;or reports. These-conclusions must-in .all :circumstances :be
in :conformity with this :Censtitution, ‘the Converition and the :Administrative

Regulations. When .adapting resolutions and -decisions, the conferences :shall

take «into .account the foreseeable financial implications -and should avoid
.adopting resolutions -and decisions which might give .rise to expenditure in

. excess .of the upper limits .on credits daid :down by the Plenipotentiary
‘Conterence. _

5. The -duties of telecommunication «development .conferences are

=

ARTICLE 23

Telecommunication Development Study Groups

The duties of telecommunication develepment study groups - are

. ‘specified:inthe:Convention.

ARTICLE 24

" . Telecommunication DevelopmentBureau

The functiens of the Director of the Telecommunication Development

- Bureau are specified in the Convention.
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CHAPTER:V.

Other Provisions«Cbnceminguthe‘»Functioning of the Un_ion:

ARTICLE 25

World Conferences on International Telecommunications®

'

1. A world conference -on intemational. telecommunications: may
partially; or. in exceptional cases; completely. revise- the' International
Telecommunication: Regulations and: may: deal' with any- question of a
worldwide-character within its competence and relateq to-its agenda.

2. Decisions of world conferences on international telecommunications
shall in all’ circumstances be in conformity with this' Constitution and"the
Convention: When- adopting-resolutions and decisions, the conferences shall
take into account the foreseeable financial implications and- should avoid
adopting resolutions and decisions' which. might give. rise to. expenditure in
excess of the upper limits on credits laid" down by the Plempotentlary--
Conference.

ARTICLE 26

Coordination Committee™

1. The Coordination Committee shall consist pf the- Secretary General :
the Deputy Secretary-General ‘and the Directors-of ‘thethree Bureaux. It shall-
be presided over by the Secretary-General, and in his absence by the Deputy
Secretary-General.

. 2. The Coordination Committee shall act as an intemal management
team which advises and gives the Secretary-General practical assistance on- -
all administrative, financial, ‘information -system -and technical cooperation .
matters which do not fall undéer the exclusive competence of a particular -
Sector or of the General Secretariat and on external relations and public’
information: In its-considerations, the Committee shall keep fully in view the .
provisions of this Constitution, the Convention, the decisions of the Council -
and the interests of the Union as a whole.
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ARTICLE 27

" Elected Officials.and Staff of the Union

1. (1) Inthe ’perfo‘rmance of their duties. neither the elected officials

"nor_the staff of the Union shall .seek or accept: instructions from any

government or from any other authority outside the Union. They shall refrain
from acting in any way which is incompatible with their status as international
officials.

() Each Member shall respect ‘the exclusively intemational

'characv:ter of the duties of these elected officials and of the staff of the Union,
. and refrain from trying to influénce thém in the performance of their work.

i
o (3) o elected ofﬂcnal or any-member of the staff of the Union

‘shall participate;in any manner-or have any financial interest whatsoever in .

any entéiprise concemed with telecommunications, except as part of their
duties. However the term "hnancnal interest” is not to be construed as

»applylng to the- continuation of rehremenl benefits accmlng in respect of
prewous employment or service.

(4) 1In order to ensure the efficient operation of the Unlon any
Member, a national of which has been elected Secretary-General, Deputy

Secretary-General or Director of a Bureau shall refrain, as far as possible,

from recalling that national between two Plenipotentiary Conferences.

2. The paramount consideration in the recruitment of staff and in the
determination of. the conditions of service shall be the necessity of securing
for the Union the highest standards of efficiency, competence and integrity.

-Due regard shall be paid to the importance of recruiting the slaff on as wide a
geographncal ba'>|s as possuble

-ARTICLE 28

. Finances of the Union

1. The expenses of the Umon shall compnse the costs of:
a) the Council; o :
b) the General Secretariat and the Sectors of the Union;

¢) Plenipotentiary Conferences and woﬂd conferences on intemational
" telecommunications;

2. The expenses of the Union shall be met from the contributions of its

v »Members and of entities and organizations authorized to participate in the
_Union's "activities in accordance with the relevant provisions of the

Convention. Each Member and any such authorized entity or organization -
shall pay a sum proportional to the number of units.in the class of contribution
it has chosen in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Convention.
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3. (1) Members shall be free 1o choose their clasé of contribution for
defraying Union expenses. .

(2) This choice shall be made within six months following the end
of a Plenipotentiary Conference in accordance with the scale of classes of
contribution contained in the Convention. ’

(3) Ha Plempotentlary Conference adopts an amendment to the
scale-of classes of contribution in the Convention, the Secretary-General shall
inform each Member of the date of the entry into force of the amendment.
Each Member shall notify the Secretary-General, within six months of the date
of this communication, of the class of contribution it has chosen in accordance
with the amended scale in force.

(4)  The class of contrbution chosen by each Member, in
accordance with No. 161 or No. 162 above, is applicable only as from 1
January following one year after the expiry of the six-month period referred to -
in Nos. 161 or 162 above. :

4. Members who have failed to make known their decision in the time
specified respectively in Nos. 161 and 162 above shall retain_the class_of
contribution previously chosen.

5. The class of contribution chosen by a Member can only be reduced

in accordance with Nos. 161, 162 and 163 above. However, under

exceptional circumstances such as natural disasters necessitating
international aid programmes, -the Council may ‘authorize a reduction in the
number of contributory units when so requested by a Member which has -
established that it can no longer maintain its contribution at the class originally
chosen.

6. Likewise, Members may, subject to the approval of the Council,
choose a class of contribution lower than the ene selected under No. 161
above, if their relative contributory positions are, from the date fixed in No.
163 above for a new period of contribution, substantlally worse than their
prevnous positions.

7. Expenses incurred by the regional conferences referred to in No. 43 _
of this Constitution shall be bome in accordance with their unit classification
by all the Members of the region concemed and, where appropriate, on the

same basis by any Members of other regions which have participated in such
conferences.

8.. Members, entities and organizations referred to in No. 159 above
shall pay in advance their annual contributory shares, caliculated on the basis
of the biennial budget approved by the Council as well as of any adjustment
adopted by the Council.

8. A Member which is in arrear in its payments to the Union shall lose .
its right to vote as defined in Nos. 27 and 28 of this Constitution for so long as
the amount of its arrears equals or exceeds the amount of the contribution
due from it for the preceding two years. '

10. Specmc provisions, which apply to ‘the financial conmbutuons by -
entities and organizations referred to in No. 159 above and by other'
intemational organizations, are contained in the Conventlon
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ARTICLE 29,

Languages

1_A. (1) The official- and working. languages. of the Union shall be
Arabic, Chinese, Enghsh French, Russian and Spamsh

2 In ‘accordance with . the relevant decisions of the
Plenipotentiary Conference, these.languages. shall be used.for drawing up
and publishing documents and texts of the Union, in versions equivalent.in

form and content, as well.as for reciprocal interpretation during. conferences

and.meetings of.the Union.
(3) Incase of discrepancy or dispute, the French text shall prevail.

L2, When all participants in a conference or in a meeting so agree,
discussions may be, conducted in fewer languages than. those mentloned
above

ARTICLE 30

Seat oj the Union.

* The.seat of the Union shall be.at Geneva.

ARTICLE 31

Legal.Capacity of the Union

* The Union shall enjoy in the territory of each of its Members such legal

_capacity as may be- necessary for the exercise of its functions and the -
fulfi lment of.its purposes. N

ARTICLE 32

RUles of Procedure of Conferences and Other Meeﬁngs

1. For the - orgamzatlon of thelr work .and the conduc1 of their
discussions, conferences and meetmgs of the Union shall apply the Rules of
Procedure in the Convention. . .

2. Conferences and the Council. may. -adopt such niles as ‘they
consider 1o be essential in addition to those in the Rules of Procedure. Such
additional rules must, however, be compatible with this Constitution and the

) - .Convention; those adopted by oonferenoes she'l be publlshed as conference
: .'documents A
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CHAPTER VI

General Provisions Relating to Telecommunications.

ARTICLE 33.

_The Right of.the-Rublic to Use-the International,
Telecommunication Service.-

Members. recognize: the-right of the public to correspond by means of
the.intemational service-of public correspondence. The services, the charges
and- the safeguards shall- be the. same. for. all users- in each- category of
correspondence without.any priority, or. preference.

ARTICLE 34

Stoppage of- Telecommunications

1. Members reserve the right to stop the transmission of any private
telegram.which may appear dangerous 1o the security of the State or contrary
to its laws, to public order or to decency, provided that they immediately notify
the office of origin of the stoppage of any such telegram or any part thereof,
except when such notification may appear dangerous to the security of the-
State.

2. Members also reserve the right to- cut off any other private
telecommunications which may appear dangerous to the security of the State
or contrary.to its laws, to public order or to decency..

ARTICLE 35

Suspension of Services

Each Member reserves the right to suspend the intemational
telecommunication service, either generally or only for certain refations and/or
for certain kinds of correspondence, outgoing, incoming or in transit, provided
that.it immediately notifies such action to each of the other Members through
the medium of the Secretary-General.

ARTICLE 36

Responsibility.

Members accept no re'sponsibility‘towards users of the intemational
telecommunication services, particularly as regards claims for damages.
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“ARTICLE 37

Secrecy of Telecommunications

1. Members agree to take all possible measures, compatible with the
system of telecommunication used, with a view to ensuring the secrecy of
intemational correspondence.

2. Nevertheless, they reserve the right to: communicate such
correspondence to the competent authorities in .order to ensure the
application of their national laws or the execution of intemational conventions
to whnch they are parties.

ARTICLE 38

Establishment, Operation and Protection of Telecommunication
Channels and Installations

1. Members shall take such steps as may be necessary to ensure the
establishment, under the best technical conditions, of the channels and
installations necessary to carry on the rapid and uninterrupted exchange of
intemational telecommunications.

2. So far as possible, these channels and installations must be
operated by the methods and procedures which practical operating
experience has shown to be the best. They must be maintained in proper
operating condition and kept abreast of scientific and technical progress.

3. Members shall safeguard these channels and installations within.
their jurisdiction.

4. Unless other condilions are laid, down by special arrangements,
each Member shall take such steps as may be necessary to ensure
maintenance of those sections of intemational telecommunication circuits
within its control.

ARTICLE 39

Notification of Infringements

In order to facilitate the application of the provisions of Article 6 of this
Constitution, Members undertake to inform one another of infringements of
the provisions of this Constitution, the Conventnon and of the Administrative
Regulatlons
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ARTICLE 40

Priority of Telecommunications Concerning Safety of Life

. . o
International telecommunication services must give absolute priority to
all telecommunications concerning safety of life at sea, on land, in the air or in
outer space, as well as to Epndemnologlcal telecommunucatnons of exceptional
urgency of the World Health&’)rgamzatnon

ARTICLE 41

Priority of Government Telecommunications

Subject .to the provisions of Articles 40 and .46 of this Constitution,
government telecommunications (see Annex to this Constitution, No. 1014)
shall enjoy. priority over other telecommunications to the extent practicable
upon specific request by the originator.

ARTICLE 42

Special Arrangements

Members reserve for themselves, for the operating agencies recognized
by them and for other agencies duly authorized to do so, the right to make
special arrangements on_ telecommunication matters which do not concem
Members in general. Such arrangements, however, shall not be in conflict.
with the terms of this Constitution, of the Convention or of the Administrative
Regulations, so far as concerns the harmful intérference which their operation

might cause to the radio services of other Members, and in general so far as
concerns the technical harm which their operation might cause to the

operation of other telecommunication services of other Members.

ARTICLE 43

Regional Conferences, Arrangerﬁenls and Organizations

Members reserve the right to -convene regional conferences, to make

 regional arrangements and to form regional organizations, for the purpose of

settling telecommunication questions which are susceptible of being treated
on a regional basis. Such arrangements shall not be in conflict with either this
Constitution or the Convention.
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CHAPTER VI

Speéial. Provisions for. Radio

ARTICLE 44

Use of the Radio-Frequency Spectrum and’
of the. Geostationary-Satellite Orbit-

1. Members shall endeavour to limit the number of frequencies and
the spectrum used_to the. minimum essential to provide- in a. satisfactory
manner- the necessary services. To that end, they shall- endeavour to apply
the latest technical advances as soon as possible. :

2: In-using frequency bands for radio services, Members shall bear in
mind that radio. frequencies and the geostationary-satellite orbit-are limited
natural resources and that they must be used rationally, efficiently and
economically, in conformity with- the provisions of the Radio Regulations, so
that: countries or groups of countries may have equitable access to both,
taking into account the special needs of the developing countnes and. the
geographical situation of particular countries.

ARTICLE 45

Harmful Interference

1. Al stations, whatever their purpose, must be established and
operated in such a manner as not to cause harmful interference to the radio

‘services- or. communications- of other Members. or- of recognized operating

agencies, or. of other duly-authorized operating agencies- which’ carry on a
radio- service; and- which operate: in accordance with the provisions of the
Radio Regulations..

2. ' Each Member undertakes to require the- operatmg agencies which it
recognizes-and the-other operating agencies duly authorized for this purpose
to observe the provisions of No. 197 above.

3. Further, the Members recognize' the necessity of taking all
practicable steps to prevent the operation of electrical apparatus and
installations of all kinds from causing hammful interference to the radlo

 services-or oommumcatlons menttoned in No. 197 ‘above. -
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ARTICLE 46

Distress Calls and Messages

Radio stations shall be obliged to accept, with absolute priority, distress
calls and messages regardless-of their origin, to reply in the same manner to
such messages, and immediately to take such action in regard thereto as may
"be required. : :

ARTICLE 47
‘False or Deceptive Distress, Urgency, Safety
‘or Identification Signals

~ Members agree to:take the steps required to prevent the transmission or
circulation of false -or deceptive distress, urgency, ‘safety or identification

. signals, and te collaborate in locating and identifying stations under their
-junisdiction transmitting-such signals.

ARTICLE 48

Installations for National Defence Services

1. Members retain their entire freedom with regard to military radio
installations.

2. Nevertheless, these installations must, so far as possible, observe
statutory Provisions relative to giving assistance in case of distress and to the
measur€es to ‘be taken to prevent harmful interferénce, and the provisions of
the Administrative Regulations ‘conceming the types of -emission and the
frequencies ‘o be used, according to the nature of the service performed by
such inslafidtions. .

3. _'Moreover, when these installations take part in the service of public
correspondence or other services govemed by  the Administrative
Regulations, they ‘must, in general, comply with the regulatory provisions for
the condiitt of such services. ' '
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CHAPTER VIII

Relations With the United Nations, Other International
Organizations and Non-Member States

ARTICLE 49

‘ Relations With the Unifed Nétiong

 The relationship between the United Nations and the Intemational
Telecommunication.Union is defined in the Agreement concluded between
these two organizations.

ARTICLE 50

Relations With Other inigma_tional Organizations

In furtherance of complete intemational coordination on matters

, affecting telecommunication, the Union shall cooperate with intemational

organizations having related interests and activities.

ARTICLE 51

Relations With Non-Member States

Each Member reserves to itself and to the recognized operating
agencies the right to fix the conditions on: which it admits telecommunications
exchanged with a State which is not a ‘Member of the Union. If a
telecommunication originating in the territory of such a State is accepted by a
Member, it must be transmitted and, .in so far as it follows the
telecommunication channels of a Member, the obligatory provisions of this
Constitution, of the Convention and of the Administrative Regulations and the
usual charges shall apply to it.
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CHAPTER IX

" Final Provisions
ARTICLE 52

Ratification, Acceptance or Approval

1. This Constitution and the Convention shall be simultaneously
ratified, accepted or approved by any signatory Member, in accordance with
its constitutional rules, in one single instrument. This instrument shall be
deposited, in as short a time as possible, with the Secretary-General. The
Secretary-General shall notify the Members of each deposnt of any such
mstmment

2. (1) During a period of two years from the date of entry into force

of this Constitution-and the Convention, a signatory Member, even though it
may not have deposited an instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval,

in accordance with No. 208 above, shall enjoy. the_ rights conferred on. .

Members of the Union in Nos. 25 to 28 of this Constitution.

(2) From the end of a period of two years from the date of entry
into force of this Constitution and the Convention, a signatory Member which
has not deposited an instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval, in
accordance with No. 208 above, shall no longer be entitled to vote at any
conference of the Union, at any session of the Council, at any meeting of any
of the Sectors of the Union, or during consultation by correspondence

-conducted in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution and of the

Convention until it has so deposited such an instrument. its nghts, other than
voting rights, shall not be affected. : .

3. After the entry into force of this Constitution and the Convention in
accordance with Article 58 of this Constitution, an instrument of ratification,.
acceptance or approval, shall become effective on the date of its deposit with
the Secretary General.

ARTICLE 53

Accession

1. A Member which is not a sngnatory to this Constitution and the

. Convention, or, subject to the provisions of Article 2 of this Constitution, any
other State referred to in that Article may accede to this Constitution and the
. Convention at any time. Such accession shall be made simultaneously in the

form of one single instrument covering both this Constltut!on and the
Convention. .

2. The instrument of accession shall be ‘deposited with the Secretary-
General, who shall notify the Members of each deposit of any such instrument
when it is received and shall forward to each of them a certified copy thereof.
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3. After the entry into force of this Constitution-and the Convention in
accordance with Article 58 of this Constitution, an instrument of accession
shall become effective on the date of its deposit with the Secretary-General,

-unless otherwise specified therein.

ARTICLE 54

- Administrative Regulations

1. The ‘Administrative Regulations, as specified in Article 4 of this
Constitution, are binding intemational instruments and shall be subject to the
provisions of this Constitution and the Convention.

2. Ratification, acceptance or approval of this Constitution and the
‘Convention, or accession 10 these ‘instruments, in accordance with Articles 52
and 53 of this Constitution, shall also constitute consent to be bound by the

. Administrative- Regulations adopted by competent world conferences prior to

the date of signature of this Constitution and the Convention. Such consent is

'subject to any reservation made at the time of signature of the Administrative

Regulations or revisions thereof to the extent that the reservation is
maintained at-the time of deposit of the instrument of ratification, acceptance,

-approval or accession.

3. Revisions of the Administrative Hegulathns ‘either partual or
complete, adopted after the aforementioned date shall, to‘the extent permitted

‘by their national law, apply provisionally in respectof all Members which have

'signed ‘such revisions. Such ‘provisional application shall bg effective from the
date or dates specified therein, and shall be subject 10 Such reservations as
may have been made at the time of signature of such révisions.

4. Such provisional application shall continue unul

a) the Member notifies the Secretary-General of |ts consent to be
bound by any such revision and indicates, if ap Jropnate the extent
to which it maintains any reservation made ‘in respect of that .
revision at the time of signature of that revision; o}’r

b) ‘sixty days after receipt by the Secrelary-General of the Member's
notification informing him that it does ot consént to be bound by
any such revision.

5. if'no notification under Nos. 219 or 220 above has been received by

the Secretary-General from any Member which has sngned any such revision,

prior to the expiry of a period of thirty-six months from the date or dates
specified therein for the commencement of provnsuonhl appllcatlon that
Member shall be deemed to have consented to be bound by that revision,
subject to any reservation it may have made in respect of that revision at the -
time of signature of that revision. :
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6. Any Member of the Union which has not signed any such revision of
the Administrative Regulations, either partial or complete, adopted after the
date stipulated in No. 216 above, shall endeavour to notify . the
Secretary-General promptly of its consent to be bound by it. If no such
notification has been received by the Secretary-General from such a Member
before the expiry of the period stipulated in No. 221 above, that Member shall
be deemed to have consented to be bound by that revision.

7. The Secretary-General shall inform Members promptly of any
notification received pursuant to this Article.

ARTICLE 55

Provisions fer Amenﬁing this Constitution

1. Any Member of the Union may propose any amendment to this -
Constitution. Any such proposal shall, in order to ensure its timely
transmission to, and consideration by, all the Members of the Union, reach
the Secretary-General not later-than eight months prior to the opening date
fixed for the Plenipotentiary Conference. The Secretary-General shall, as

- soon as possible, but not later than six months prior to the latter date, forward

any such proposal to all the Members of the Union.

2. Any proposed modification to any amendment submitted in
accordance with No. 224 above may, however, be submitied at any time by a
Member of the Union or by its delegation at the Plenipotentiary Conference.

3. The quorum required at any Plenary Meeting of the Plenipotentiary
Conference for consideration of any proposal for amending this Constitution
or modification thereto shall consist of more than one half of the delegations
accredited to the Plenipotentiary Conference.

4. To be adopted, any proposed modification to a proposed
amendment as well as the proposal as a whole, whether or not modified, shall
be approved, at a Plenary Meeting, by at least two-thirds of the delegations
accredited to the Plenipotentiary Conference which have the right to vote.

5. Unless specified otherwise in the preceding paragraphs of the
present Article, which shall prevail, the general provisions regarding
conferences and the Rules of Procedures of conferences and other meetmgs
as contamed in the Convention shall apply.

6. ‘Any amendments to this Constitution adopted by a Plempotentnary
Conference shall, as a whole and in the form of one single amending
instrument, enter into force at a date fixed by the conference between
Members having deposited before that date their instrument of ratification,

. acceptance or approval of, or accession to, both this Constitution and the

amending instrument. Ratification, acceptance or approval of, or accession to,

‘only a part of such an amending instrument shall be excluded.
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7. The Secretary-General shall notify all Members of the deposit of
each instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

8. After entry into force of any such amending instrument, ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession in accordance with Articles 52 and 53 of
this Constitution shall apply to the Constitution as amended.

9. After entry into force of any such amending instrument, the
Secretary-General shall register it with the Secretariat of the United Nations,
in accordance with the provisions of Article 102 of the Charter of the United
Nations. No. 241 of this Constitution shall also apply to ahy such amending
instrument.

ARTICLE 56

Settlement of Disputes

1. Members may settie their disputes on questions relating to the

* interpretation or application of this ‘Constitution, the .Convention or of the

Administrative Regulations by negotiation, through diplomatic channels, or

according to procedures established by bilateral or multilateral treaties
concluded between them for the settlement of intemational disputes, or by
any-other method mutually agreed upon.

2. If none of these methods of settlement is adopted, any Member
party to a dispute may have recourse to-arbitration in accordance with the
procedure defined in the Convention.

3. The Optional Protocol on the Compulsory Settlement of Disputes

" Relating to this Constitution, to the Convention, and to the Administrative
Regulations shall be applicable as between Members parties to that Protocol.

ARTICLE 57

Denunciation of this Constitution and the Convention

1. Each Member which has ratified, accepted, approved or acceded to
this Constitution and the Convention shall have the right to denounce them. In
such a case, this Constitution .and the Convention shall be denounced
simultaneously in one single instrument, by a notification addressed to the
Secretary-General. Upon receipt of such notification, the Secretary-General

~ shall advise the other Members thereof.

2. Such denunciation shall take effect at the expiration of a period of
one year from the date of receipt ot its notification by the Secretary-General.
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ARTICLE 58

Entry into Force and Related Matters

1. Thus Constitution and the Conventcon shall enter into force on
1July1994 between Members having deposited before that date their
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

2. Upon the date of entry into force specified in No. 238 above, this
Constitution and the Convention shall, as between Parties thereto, abrogate
and replace the International Telecommunication Convention (Nairobi, 1982).

3. In accordance with the provisions of Article 102 of the Charter of the
United Nations, the Secretary-General of the Union shall ‘register this
Constitution and the Convention with the Secretariat of the United Nations.

4. The original of this Constitution and the Convention drawn up in the
Arabic, Chinese, English, - French, Russian and Spanish ‘languages shall
remain deposited in the archives of the Umon The Secretary-General shall
forward, in the languages requested a certified true copy to each of the
s;gnalory Members. .

5. In the event of any diécrepanc'y among the various fanguage
versions of this Constitution and the Convention, the French text shall prevail.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned Plenipotentiaries have signed the

original of this Constitution of the International Telecommunication Union and the
origina! of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union.

_ Done at Geneva, on 22 December 1992
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ANNEX

Definition of Certain Terms Used in this Constitution,
the Convention and the Administrative Regulations of
the International Telecommunication Union

-For the purpose of the above instruments cf the Union, the followmg
terms shall have the meanings defined below:

Adm:mstrat;on. Any governmental department or service responsible for
discharging the obligations undertaken in the Constitution of the Intemnational
Telecommunication Union, in the Convention of the International
Telecommunication Union and in the Administrative Regulations.

Harmful Interference: Interference which endangers the functioning of a
radionavigation service or of other safety services or seriously degrades,
obstructs or repeatedly interrupts a radiocommunication service operating in
accordance with the Radio Regulations.

Public Correspondence: Any telecommunication which the coffices and
stations must, by reason of their being at the disposal of the public, accept for
transmission.

Delegation: The totality of the delegates and, should the case arise, any
representatives, advisers, attachés, or interpreters sent by the same Member.

Each Member shall be free to make up its delegation as it wishes. In
particutar, it may include in its delegation, inter alia, in the capacity of
delegates, advisers or attachés, persons belonging to any entity or
organization authorized in accordance with the relevant provisions of the
Convention.

Delegate: A person sent by the government of a Member of the Union to
a Plenipotentiary Conference, or a person representing a govemnment or an
administration of a Member of the Union at a conference or at a meeting of

.the Union.

Operating Agency: Any individual, company, corporation or -
governmental agency which operates a telecommunication instaliation
intended for an intemational telecommunication service or capable of causing
harmful interference with such a service.

Recognized Operating Agency: Any operating agency, as defined
above, which operates a public correspondence or broadcasting service and
upon which the obligations provided for in Article & of this Constitution are
imposed by the Member in whose territory the head office of the agency is
situated, or by the Member which has authorized this operating agency to
establish and operate a telecommunication service on its territory.
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Radiocommunication: Telecommunication by means of radio waves.

Broadcasting Service: ‘A radiocommunication service in which the
transmissions are intended for direct reception by the general- public. This
service may include sound transmissions, television transmissions or other
types of transmission.

International  Telecommunication Service: The .offering of a
telecommunication capability between telecommunication offices or stations
of any nature that are in or bejong to different countries.

Telecommunication: Any transmission, emission or reception of signs,
signals, writing, images and sounds or intelligence of any nature by wire,
radio, optical or other electromagnetic systems.

Telegram: Written matter intended to be transmitted by teiegraphy for
delivery to the addressee. This term also includes radnotelegrams unless
otherwise specified. . :

Government Telecommunications: Telecommunications originating with
any:

- Head of State;

- Head-of government or members of a government;

- Commanders-in-Chief of military forces, land, sea or air,

- diplomatic or consular agents

- the Secretary-General of the United Nations; Heads of the principal
organs of the United Nations;

- the Intemational Court of Justice,

or replies to government telecommunications mentigned above.

Private Telegrams: Telegrams other than government or service
telegrams.

Telegraphy: A form of telecommunication in which the transmitted
information is intended to be recorded on arrival as a graphic document; the
transmitted information may sometimes be presented in an altemative form or
may be stored for subsequent use.

Note: A graphic document records information in a permanent form
and is capable of being filed and consulted; it may take the
form of written or printed matter or of a fixed image.

Telephony: A form of teiecommunication primatriiy mtended for the
exchange of information in the form of speech.

i
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CHAPTER |
Functioning of the Union

SECTION 1

ARTICLE 1

Pienipotentiary Conference

1. (1) The Plenipotentiary Conference shall be convened in
accordance with the relevant provisions of Article 8 of the Constitution of the
International Telecommunication Union (hereinafter referred to as ‘"the
Constitution"”). . :

{2) It practicable, the precise place and the exact dates of a
. Pienipotentiary Conference shall be set by the preceding Plenipotentiary
Conference; failing this, they shall be fixed By the Council with the
concurrence of the majority of the Members of the Union.

2. (1) The precise place and the exact dates of the next
Plenipotentiary Conference, or either one of these, may be changed:
a) when at least one-quarter of the Members of the Union have
individually proposed a change to the Secretary-General; or
b) on a proposal of the Council. ‘

(2) - Any such change shall requnre the concurrence of a majority of
the Members of the Union.

ARTICLE 2

Elections and Rélatégl.Maﬂers
The Council -

1. Except in the case of vacancies arising in the clﬁrcumstanoes
described in Nos. 10 to 12 below, the Members of the Union elected to the’
Council shall hold office until the date on which a new Council is elected

. They shall be eligible for re-election.

2. (1) M, between two Plenipotentiary Conferences, a seat becomes
vacant on the Council, it shall pass by right to the Member of the.Union from
the same region as the Member whose seat is vacated, which had obtained at
the previous election the largest number of votes among those not elected.
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(2) When for any reason a vacant seat cannot be filled according
to.the procedure of No. 8 above, the Chairman of the Council shall invite the
other Members of the region to seek election within one month of such an
invitation being issued. At the end of this period, the Chairman of the Council
shall invite Members of the Union to elect a new Member. The election shall
be carried out by secret ballot by correspondence. The same majority as
indicated above will be required. The new Member shall hold office until the
election of the new Council by the next competent Plenipotentiary
Conference. -

3. A seat on the Council shall be considered vacant:

a) when a Council Member does not have a representative in
attendance at two consecutive ordinary sessions of the Council;

b) when a Member of the Union resigns its membership of the Council.

" Elected officials

1. The Secretary-General, the Deputy Secretary-General and the
Directors of the Bureaux shall take up their duties on the dates determined by
the Plenipotentiary Conference at the time. of their election. They shall

. nomally remain in office untili dates determined by the following

Plenipotentiary Conference, and they shall be ehglble for re-election once
only.

2. |f the post of Secretary-Gene_ral falls vacant, the Deputy Secretary-
General shall succeed to it and shall remain in office until a date determined
by the following Plenipotentiary Conference. When under these conditions the
Deputy Secretary-General succeeds to the office of the Secretary-General,
the post of Deputy Secretary-General shall be-considered to fall vacant on

‘that same date and the provisions.of No. 15 below shall be applied.

3. |f the post of Deputy Secretary-General falls vacant more than 180

. days prior to the date set for the convening of the next Plenipotentiary

Conference, the Council shall appoint a successor for the balance of the term.

4. If the posts of the Secretary-General and the Deputy Secretary-
General fall vacant simultaneously, the Director who has -been longest in
office shall discharge the duties of Secretary-General for a period - not
exceeding 90 days. The Council shall appoint a Secretary-General and, if the
vacancies occur more than 180 days prior to the date-set for the convening of
the next Plenipotentiary Conference, a Deputy Secretary-General. An official
thus appointed by the Council shall serve for the balance of the term for which
his predecessor was elected. .
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5. If the post of a Director becomes unexpectedly vacant, the
Secretary-General shall take the necessary steps to ensure that the duties of
that Director are carried out until the Council shall appoint a new Director at its
next ordinary session following the occurrence of such a vacancy. A Director
so appointed shall serve until the date fixed by the next Plenipotentiary
Conference. ‘

6. Subject to the relevant provisions of Article 27 of the Constitution,
the Council shall provide for the filling of any vacaney in the post of Secretary-
General or Deputy Secretary-General in the situation describad in the relevant
provisions of the present Article at an ordinary session, if held within 90 days
after a vacancy occurs, or at a session convened by the Chairman within the

-periods specified in those provisions.

7. Any period of service in the post of an elected official pursuant to an
appointment under Nos. 14 to 18 above shall not affect eligibility for election
or re-election to such a post. ‘

Members of the Radio Regulations Board

1. The members of the Radio Regulations Board shall take up their
duties on the dates determined by the Pienipotentiary Conference at the time
of their election. They shall remain in office until dates determined by the
foliowing Plenipotentiary Conference, and shall be eligible for re-election once
only.

2. W, in the ‘interval ‘between two Plenipotentiary Conferences, a
member -of the Board resigns or is-no longer in a position to perform his
duties, the Secretary-Geéneral, in consultation with the Director of the
Radiocommunication Bureau, shall invite the Members of the Union of the
region concemed to propose candidates for the election of a replacement at
the next session of the Council. However, if the vacancy occurs more than 90
days before a session of the Council or after the session of the Council
preceding the next Plenipotentiary Conference, the Member of the Union
concemed shall designate, as soon.as possible and within 90 days, another
national as a replacement who will remain in office until the new member
elected by the Council takes office or until the new members of the Board
elected- by the next Plenipotentiary Conference take office, as appropriate.
The replacement shall be eligible- for election by the Council or by the
Plenipotentiary-Conference, as appropriate.

3. A member of the Radio Regulations Board is considered no longer
in a position to perform his duties after repeated consecutive absences from
the Board meetings. The Secretary-General shall, after consultation with the
Board's Chairman as well as the member of the Board and the Member of the

.Union ‘concemed, declare existence of a vacancy in the Board and shall

proceed as stipulated in No. 21 above.
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ARTICLE 3

Other Conferences

in conformity with the relevant provisions of the Constitution, the

following world conferences of the Union shall normally be convened within

-the period between two Plenipotentiary Conferences:

a) two world radiocommunication conferences;

b) one world telecommunication standardization conference;

c) one world telecommunication development conference;

d) two radiocommunication assemblies, associated in place and time

. with world radiocommunication conferences.

2. Exceptionally, within the period between Plenipotentiary

Conferences:
the second world radiocommunication conference may be cancelied
- together - with -its associated radiocommunication assembly,
altematively, either one may be cancelled even if the other is held;
an additional telecommunication standardnzanon conference may
be convened.-

3. These actions shall be taken: _

a) bya decision of a Plenipotentiary Conference,

b) on the recommendation of the previous. world conference of the
Sector concemed, if approved by the Council;

c) atthe request of at least one-quarter of the Members of the Union,
which shall individually address their requests to the Secretary-
General; or

d) on a proposal of the Council.

. 4. A regional radiocommunication conference shall be convened:

a) by a decision of a Pienipotentiary Conference;

b) on the recommendation of a previous world or regional
radiocommunication conference if approved by the Council;

c) atthe request of at least one-quarter of the Members belonging to
the region concemed, which shall individually address their
requests to the Secretary-Generai; or

d) ona proposal of the Council.
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5. (1) The precise place and the exact dates of a world or regional
conference or radiocommunication assembly may be fixed by a
Plenipotentiary Conference.

(2) Inthe absence of such a decision, the Counci! shall determine
the precise piace and the exact dates of a world conference or
radiocommunication assembly with the concurrence of a majority of the
Members of the Union, and of a regiona!l conference with the concurrence of a
majority of the Members of the Union belonging to the region concemed,; in
both cases the provisions of No. 47 below shall apply.

6. (1) The precise place and the exacl dates of a conference or

assembly may be changed:

.a) at the request of at least cne-quarter of the Members of the Union
in the case of a vrorid conference or essembly, or of at least one-
quarter of the Members of the Union belonging to the region
concemed in the case of a regional conference. Their requests shall
be addressed individually to the Secretary-General, who shall
transmit them to the Council for approval; or

b) on a proposal of the Council.
(2) In the cases specifiec in Nos. 44 and 45 above, the changes
proposed shall not be finally adopted until accepted by a majority of the

Members of the Union, in the case of a world conference or assembly, or by a
majority of the Members of the Union belonging to the region concemed, in

- the case of a regional conference, subject to the provisions of No. 47 below.

7. In the consultations referred to in Nos. 42, 46, 118, 123, 138, 302,

' 304, 305, 307 and 312 of this Convention, Members of the Union who have

not replied within the time limits specified by the Council shall be regarded as
not participating in the consultations, and in consequence shall not be taken
into account.in computing the majority. If the number of replies does not
exceed one-half of the Members consulted, a further consultation shall take
place, the results of which shall be decisive regardless of the number of votes
cast.

8. (1) World conferences on intemational telecommunications shall

-. be held upon decision by the Plenipotentiary Conference.

(2) The provisions for the convening of, the adoption of the
agenda of, and the participation in a world radiocommunication conference

. shall, as appropriate; equally apply to world conferences on interational

telecommunications.
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SECTION 2

ARTICLE 4

The Council

1. The Council is composed of forty-three Members of the Union
elected by the Plenipotentiary Conference. :

2. (1) The Council shall hold an ordinary session annually at the
seat of the Union. .

(2) During this»session it may decide to hold, exceptionally, an
additional session. '

- (3) Between ordinary sessions, it may be convened, as a general
rule at the seat of the Union, by the Chairman at the request of a majority of
its Members, or on the initiative of the Chairman under the conditions
provided for in No. 18 of this Convention.

3. The Council shall take decisions only in session. Exceptionally, the
Council in session may agree that any specific issue shall be decided by
correspondence.

4. . Atthe beginning of each ordinary session, the Council shall elect its
own Chairman and Vice-Chaiman from among the representatives of its
Members, taking into account the principle of rotation between the regions.
They shall serve until the opening of the next ordinary session and shall not
be eligible for re-election. The Vlce-Chasrman shall serve as Chairman in the
absence of thelatter.

5. The person appointed to serve on the Councxl by a Member of the
Council shatl so far as possible, be an official serving in, or directly
responsible to, or for, their telecommunication administration and qualified in
the field of telecommunication services.

6. Only the 'travelling, subsistence and insurance expenses incurred
by the representative of each Member of the Council in his capacity at Council
sessions shall be borne by the Union.

7. The repréesentative of each Member of the Council shall have the
right to attend, as an observer, all meetings of the Sectors of the Union.

8. The Secfetary-General shall act as Secretary of the Council.

9." The Secretary-General, ‘the Deputy ‘Secretary-General and -the
Directors of the Bureaux may participate as of right in the deliberations of the
Council, ‘but without taking part in the voting. Nevertheless, the Council may
hold meetings-confined to the representatives of its own Members.



61

62

63

64

65
66
67

68
69

70

71

72

251

10. The Council shall consider each year the report prepared by the
Secretary—GeneraI on the recommended strategic policy and planning for the
Union in keeping with the guidelines given. by the Plenipotentiary Conference
and shali take appropriate actcon

11. The Council shall, in the interval between two Plenipotentiary
Conferences, supervise the overall management and ajmlmstratlon of the
Union; it shall in particular:

(1) approve and revise the Staff Regulations and the Financial
Regulations of the Union and any other regulations as it may consider
necessary, taking account of current practice of the United Nations and of the
specialized agencies applying the common system of pay, allowances and
pensions; .

(2) adjust as necessary: »

a) the basic salary scales for staff in the professional and higher
categories, excluding the salaries for posts filled by election, to

accord with any changes in the basic salary scales adopted by the
United Nations for the corresponding common system categories;

b) the basic salary scales for staff in the general services categories to
accord with changes in the rates applied by the United Nations and
the specialized agencies at the seat of the Union;

c) the post adjustment for professional and higher categories,
including posts filied by election, in accordance with decisions of the
United Nations for application at the seat of the Union;

- d) the allowances for all staff of the Union, in accordance with any
_changes adopted in the United Nations common system;

(3) take decisions to ensure equitable geographical distribution of
the staff of the Union and monitor the implementation of such decisions;

. (4) decide on proposals for major .organizational changes within
the General Secretariat and the Bureaux of the Sectors of the Union
consistent with the Constitution and this Convention, submitted to it by the
Secretary-General following ‘their consideration by the Coordination
Committee;

(5) examine and decide on plans concemirg Union posts and
staff and human resources development programmes covering several years,
and give guidelines for the staffing of the Union, including on staffing lerels
and structures,.taking into account-the guidelines given by the Plenipotent ary
Conference and the relevant provisio‘ns of Article 27 of the Constitution;

(6) adjust, as necessary, the contributions payable by the Union
and its staff to the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund, in accordance
with the Fund's rules and regulations, as well as the cost of fiving allowances
to be granted to beneficiaries of the Union Staff- Superannuation and
Benevolent Funds on the basis of the practice followed by the Fund;
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(7) review and approve the biennial budget of the Union, and

. consider the budget forecast for the two-year period following that budget,

taking account of the decisions of the Plenipotentiary Conference in relation
to No. 50 of the Constitution and of the limits for expenditures set by that
Conference in accordance with No. 51 of the Constitution; it shall ensure the
strictest possible economy but be mindful of the obligation upon *he Union to
achieve satisfactory results as expeditiously as possible. In so doing, the
Council shali take into account the views of the Coordination Committee as
contained in'the report by the Secretary-General mentioned in No. 86 and the-
financial operating report mentioned in No. 101 of this Convention;

(8) arrange for the annual audit of the accounts of the Union
prepared by the Secretary-General and approve them, if appropriate, for
submission to the next Plenipotentiary Conference;

(9) arnange for the conve'ning of the conferences. of the Union and
provide, with the consent of a majority of the Members of the Union in the

.case of a world conference, or of a majority of the Members of the Union

belonging to the region concemed in the case of a regional conference,
appropriate directives to the General Secretariat and the Sectors of the Union
with regard to their technical and other assistance in the preparation for and
organization of conferences;

(10) take ‘decisions in relation to No. 28 of this Convention;

(11) decide upon the implementation of any decisions which have
been taken by conferences and which have financial implications;

(12) to the extent permitted by the Constitution, -this Convention .
and the Administrative Regulations, take any other action deemed necessary
for the proper functioning of the Union;

{13) take any necessary steps, with the agreement of a majority of
the Members of the Union, provisionally té resoilve questions not covered by
the Constitution, this Convention, the Administrative Regulations and their
annexes and which cannot await the nexi competent conference for
settiement;

(14) be responsible for effecting the coordination with all
intemational organizations referred to in Articles 49 and 50 of the Constitution
and to this end, conclude, on behalf of the Union, provisional agreements with
the internaticnal crganizations referred to in Article 50 of the Constitution, and

‘with the United Nations in application of the Agreement between the United

Nations and the International Telecommunication Union; these provisional
agreements shal! be submitied to the next Plenipoteniiary Conference in
accordance with the relevant prevision of Ariicle 8 of the Constitution;

(15) send to Members of the Union, as soon as possible after each

of its sessions, summary records on the activities of the Council and other

documents deemed useful;

(16) submit to the Plenipotentiary Conference a report on the
activities of the Union since the previous Plenipotentiary Conference and any
appropriate recommendzations.
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SECTION 3

ARTICLE 5

General Secretariat

The Secretary-General shall:

" be responsible for the overall management of the Union's

resources; he may delegate the management of part of these
resources to the Deputy Secretary-General and the Directors of the
Bureaux, in consultation as necessary with the Coordination
Committee;

coordinate the activities of the General Secretariat and the Sectors:
of the Union, taking into account the views of the Coordination
Committee, with a view to assuring the most effective and
economical use of the resources of the Union;

after consultation with the Coordination Committee and taking into
account its views, prepare and submit to the Council an annual

" report indicating changes in the telecommunication environment

and containing recommended action relating to the Union's future
policies and strategy, as stipulated in No. 61 of this Cor.vention,
together with their financial implications;

organize the work of the General Secretariat and appoint the staff
of that Secretariat in accordance with the directives of the
Plenipotentiary Conference and the rules established by the
Council;

undertake administrative arrangements for the Bureaux of the
Sectors of the Union and appoint their staff on the basis of the
choice and proposals of the Director of the Bureau concemed,
although the final decision for appointment or dismissal shall rest
with the Secretary-General;

report to the Council any decisions taken by the United Nations and
the specialized agencies which affect common system conditions of
service, allowances and pensions;

ensure the application of any regulations adopted by the Council,
provide legal advice to the Union;

supervise, for administrative management purposes, the staff of the
Union with a view to assuring the most effective use of personnel
and the application of the common system conditions of
employment for the staff of the Union. The staff appointed to assist
directly the Directors of the Bureaux shall be under the
administrative control of the Secretary-General and shall work
under the direct orders of the Directors concemed but in
accordance. with administrative guidelines given by the Council;
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in the interest of the Union as a whole and in consuitation with the
Directors of the Bureaux concemed, temporarly reassign staff
members from their appoinied position as necessary to meet
fluctuating work requirements at headquarters;

make, in agreement with the Director of the Bureau concerned, the
necessary administrative and financial arrangéments for the
conferences and meetings of each Sector;

taking into account the responsibilities of the Sectors undertake
appropriate  secretarizt work preparatory to and followirg -
conferences of the Union;

prepare recommendations for the first meeting of the Heads of
delegations referred to in No. 342 of this Convention, taking into
account the results of any regional consuitation;

provide, where appropriate in cooperation with the inviting
government, the secretariat of conferences of the Union, and
provide the facilities and services for meetings of the Union, in
collaboration, as appropriate, with the Director concemed, drawing
from the Union's staff as he deems necessary in accordance with
No. 93 above. The Secretary-General may also, when so
requested, provide the secretariat of other telecommunication
meetings on a contractual basis;

take necessary action for the timely publication and distribution of
service documents, information bulletins, and other documents and
records prepared by the General Secretariat and the Sectors,
communicated to the Union or whose publication ‘is requested by
conferences or the Council; the list of documents to be published
shall be maintained by the Council, following consultation with the
conference concemed, with respect to service documents and other
documents whose publication is requested by conferences;

publish periodically, with the help of information put at his disposal
or which he may colfect, including that which he.may obtain from -
other intemational organizations, a joumal of-general information
and documentation concerning telecommunication;

after consultation with the Coordination Committee and making all
possible economies, prepare and submit to the Council a biennial
draft budget covering the expenditures of the Union-within the limits
laid down by the Plenipotentiary Corference. This draft shall consist
of a consolidated budget, inc'uding cost-based budgets for the
three Sectors, prepared in accordance with the budget guidelines .
issued by the Secretary-General, and comprising two versions. One
version shall be for zero growth of the contributory unii, the other for

- a growth less than or equal to any limit fixed by the Plempotenhary

Conference, after any drawing on the Reserve Account. The budget
resolution, after approval by the Council, shall be sent for
information to ali Members of the Union; ) :
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r) with the assistance of the Coordination Commitiee, prepare an
annual financial operating report in accordance with the Financial
Regulations and submit it to the Council. A recapitulative financial
operating report and accounts sha!l be prepared and submitted to
the next Plenipotentiary Conference for examination and final
approval; .

s) - with the assistance of the Coordination Committee, prepare an
annual report on the activities of the Union which, after approval by
the Council, shall be sent to all Members;

- 1) perform all other secretarial functions of the Union;
u) perform any other functions entrusted to him by the Council.
2. The Secretary-General or the Deputy Secretary-General may
participate, in a consultative capacity, in conferences of the Union; the

Secretary-General or his representative may pamcupate in a *onsultatnve
‘capacity in all other meetings of the Union.

SECTION4 |

ARTICLE 6

Coordination Committee

1. (1) The Coordination Committee shall assist and advise the
Secretary-General on all matters mentioned under the relevant provisions of -
Article 26 of the Constitution and the relevant Articles of this Convention.

(2) The Committee shall be responsible for ensuring coordination
with all the intemational organizations mentioned in Articles 49 and 50 of the
Constitution as regards representation of the Union at conferences of such
organxzatuons

(3) The Committee shall examine the progress of the work of the

Union and assist the Secretary-General in the preparation of the report
referred to in No. 86 of this Convention for submission to the Council.
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2. The Commitiee shall endeavour to reach conclusions unanimously.
in the absence of the support of the majorty in the Committee, its Chairman
may in exceptional circumstances tske decisions, on his own responsibility,
provided he judges that the decision of the matters in question is urgent and
cannot await the next session of the Council. In such circumstances he shall
report promptly in writing on such metters to the Members of the Council,
setting forth his reasons for such action together with any other wrntlen views
submitted by other members of the Committee. If in such circumstances the
matters are not urgent, but nevertheless important, they shall be submitted for
consideration by the next session of the Councit.

3. The Cﬁéirman shali convene the Commitiee at least once a month;
the Commitlee ‘may also be convened when necessary at the request of two
of its members.

4. A report shall be made of the proceedings of the Coordination
Committee and will be made avaiiable on request to Members of the Council.

SECTIONS5

Radiocommunication Sector

ARTICLE 7
World Radiocommunication Conference
1. In accordance with No. 90 of the Constitution, a world

radiocommunication conference shall be convened to consider specific
radiocommunication matters. A vworld radiocommunication conference shall

“deal with those items which are included in its agenda adopted in accordance

with the relevant provisions of this Article.

2. (1) The agenda of a word radiocommunication conference may
include: '

a) the partial or, exceptionally, complete revision of the Radio
Regulations referred to in Article 4 of the Constitution:

b) any other questicn of a woridwide character within the competence
of the conference:

c) anitem conceming instructions to the Radio Regulations Board and
the Radiocommunication Bureau regarding their activities, and a
review of those activities;

d) the adoption of questions to be studied by the radiocommunication

assembly, as well as matters that the assembly shall consider in
relation to future radiocommunication conferences. -
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(2) The general scope of this agenda should be established four
years in advance, and the final agenda shall be established by the Council
preferably two years before the conference, with the concurmrence of a majority
of the Members of the Union, subject to the provisions of No. 47 of this

~ Convention.

(3) This .agenda shall include any question. which a
Plenipotentiary Conference has directed to be placed on the agenda.
3. (1) This agenda may be changed:

~a). atthe request of at least one-quarter of the Members of the Union.
Such requests shall be addressed individually to the Secretary-
General, who shall transmit them to the Council for approval; or

b) on a proposal of the Council.

(2) The proposed changes to the agehda of a world
radiocommunication conference shall not be finally adopted until accepted by

 a majority of the Members of the Union, subject to the provisions of No. 47 of

this Convention.
4. The conference shall also:

(1) consider and approve the report of the Director of the Bureau
on the activities of the Sector since the last conference;

(2) recommend to the Council items for inclusion in the agenda of
a future conference and give its views on such agendas for at least a four-
year cycle of radiocommunication conferences, together with. an estimate of
the financial implications;

(3) include, in its decisions, instructions or requests, as

appropriate, to the Secretary-General and the Sectors of the Union.

5. The Chaiman and Vice-Chairmen of the radiocommunication
assembly, or of relevant study groups, may participate in the associated world

‘radiocommunication conference.
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ARTICLE 8

Radiocommunication Assembly

1. A radiocommunication assembly shall deal with and issue, as
appraopriate, recommendations on questions adopted pursuant to its own
procedures or referred to it by the Plenipotentiary Conference, any other
conference, the Council or the Radio Regulations Board.

2. With regard to No. 129 above, the radiocommunication assembly
shall:

(1) .‘consider the reports of study groups prepared in accordance

- with No. 157 of ‘this Convention and approve, modify or re)ect the draft

recommendations contained in those reports;

2) beanng in mind the need to keep the demands on the
resources of the Union to a minimum, approve the programme of work arising
from the review of existing questions and new questions and determine the
priority, urgency, estimated financial implications™ and time-scale for the
completion of their study;

(3) decide, in the light of the approved programme of work
derived from No. 132 above, on the need to maintain, terminate or establish
study groups, and allocate to each of them the questions to be studied,;

(4) group questions of interest to the developing countries as far
as possible, in order to facilitate their participation in the study of those
questions;

(5) give advice on matters within its competence in response to
requests from a world radiocommunication conference;

(6) report to the associated world radiocommunication conference
on the progress in matters that may be included in the agenda of future
radiocommunication conferences.

3. A radiocommunication assembly shall be presided over by a person
designated by the government of the country in which the meeting is held or,
in the case of a meeting held at the seat ot the Union, by a person elected by
the assembly itself. The Chairman shall be assisted by Vice-Chairmen elected
by the assembly.
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ARTICLE 9

Regional Raciecommunicetion Conferences

The agenda of a regione! radiocommunication conference may provide
only for specific radiocommunication questions of a regional nature, including
instructions to the Radio Regulations Board and the Radiocommunication
Bureau regarding their activities in respect of the region concemed, provided
such instructions do not conflict with the interests of other regions. Only items
included in its agenda may be discussed by such a conference. The
provisions contained in Nos. 118 to 123 of this Convention shall apply to a
regional ragiccormmunication conference, but only with regard to the Members
of the region concemed.

ARTICLE 10

Radic Regulations Board

1. The Board is composed of nine members elected by the
Plenipotentiary Conference.

2. In addition to the duties specified in Article 14 of the Constitution,
the Board shall also consider reports from the Director of the
Radiocommunication Bureau on investigations of harmful interference carried
out at the request of one or more of the interested administrations, and
formulate recommendations with respect thereto.

3. The members of the Board have a duty to participate, in an advisory
capacity, in radiocommunication conferences and radiocommunicatior
assemblies. The -Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Board, or theil
nominated representatives, have a duty to participate, in an advisory capacity.
in Plenipotentiary Conferences. In all of these cases, the members ‘having
these duties shall not participate in these conferences as members of theil
national delegations.

4. Only the travelling, subsistence and insurance expenses incurrec
by the members of the Board in the exercise of their duties for the Union shal

_ be borne by the Union.
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e
5. The working arrangem/ents of the Board shall be as follows:

(1) The membersof the Board shall elect from their own members
a Chaiman and a Vice-Chaimman for a period of one year. Thereafter the
Vice-Chairman shall succeed the Chairman each year and a new Vice-
Chairman shall be elected. In the absence of the Chairman and Vice-
Chaimman, the Board shall elect a temporary Chavrman for the occasion from
among its members.

2 The Board shall normally hold up to four meetings a year,
generally at the seat of the Union, at which at least two-thirds of its members
shall be present, and may carry out its duties using modem means of

‘communication.

(3) The Board shall endeavour to reach its decisions
unanimously. If it fails in that endeavour, a decision shall be valid only if at
least two-thirds of the members of the Board vote in favour thereof. Each
member of the Board shall have one vote; voting by proxy is not allowed.

(4) The Board may make such intemal arrangements as it
considers necessary in conformity with the provisions of the Constitution, this
Convention and- the Radio Regulations. Such arrangements shall be
published as part of the Board's Rules of Procedure.

ARTICLE 11

'Radiocommunication Study Groups

1. Radiocommunication study groups are set up by a
radiocommunication assembly.

2. (1)- The radiocommunication study groups shall study questions
and prepare draft recommendations on the matters refered to them in
accordance with the provisions in Article 7 of this Convention.. Those draft
recommendations shall be submitted for approval to a radiocommunication
assembly or, between two 'such assemblies, by comrespondence to
administrations in accordance with procedures adopted by the assembly.

.Recommendations approved in either manner shall have equal status.

(2) The study of the above quesnons shall, subject to No. 158
below, focus on the following:

a) use of the radio-frequency spectrum in terrestrial and space
radiocommunication (and of the geostationary-satellite orbit);

b) characteristics and performance of radio systems;
c) operation of radio stations; 7
d) radiocommunication aspects of distress and safety matters.
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(3) These studies shall not generally address economic
questions, but when they involve comparing technical altematives, economic
factors may be {zken into consideration.

3. The rediocommunication study groups shall also carry out
preparatory studies of the technical, operational and procedural matiers to be
considered by world and regional radiocommunication conferences and
elaborate reports thereon in accordance with a programme of work adopted in
this respect by a radiocommunication assembly or following instructions by
the Council. :

4. Eech study group shall prepare for the radiocommunication
assembly a repont indicating the progress of work, the recommendations
adopted in acccréance with the consultation procedure contained in No. 149
above and any drafi new or revised recommendations for consisc ration by the
assembly.

5. Taking into account No. 79 of the Constitution, the tasks
enumerated in Nos. 151 to 154 above and in No. 193 of this Convention in
relation to the Telecommunication Standardization Sector shall be kept under
continuing review by the Radiocommunication Sector and the
Telecommunication Standardization Sector with a view to reaching common
agreement on changes in the distribution of matters under study. The two
Sectors shall cooperate closely and adopt procedures to conduct such a
review and reach agreements in a timely and effective manner. If agreement
is not reached, the matier may be submitted through the Council to the
Pienipotentiary Conference for decision.

6. In the performance of their studies, the radiocommunication study
groups shall pay due atiention to the study of questions and to the formulation
of recommendations direcily connected with the establishment, development
and improvement of telecommunications in develeping countries at both the
regional and intemational fevels. They shall conduct their work giving due -
consideration to the work of national, regional and other intemational
organizations concemed with radiocommunication and cooperate with them,
keeping in mind the need for the Union to maintain its pre-eminent position in
the fieid of telecommunications.

7. For the purpose of facilitating the review of activities in the
Radiocommiunicztion Sector, measures should be taken to foster cooperation
and cocrdination with other organizations concemed with radiocommunication
and with the Telecommunication Standardization Sector and the
Telecommunication Development Sector. A radiocommunication assembly
shall determine the specific duties, conditions of participation and rules of
procedure for these measures. "
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ARTICLE 12

Radiocommunication Bureau

The Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau shall organize and

coordinate the work of the Radiocommunication Sector. The duties of the
Bureau are supplemented by those specified in provisions of the Radio
Regulations.

2.

a)

b)

c)
a)

b)

c

d)

The Director shall, in particular,

(1) in relation to radiocommunication conferences:

coordinate the preparatory work of the study groups and the
Bureau, communicate to Members the results of this preparatory
work, coliect their comments and submit a consolidated repont to
the conference which may include proposals of a regulatory nature;

participate as of right, but in an advisory capacity, in the
deliberations of the radiocommunication assembly ‘and of the
radiocommunication study - groups. The Director shall make all
necessary preparations for radiocommunication conferences and
meetings of the Radiocommunication Sector in consuitation with the
General Secretariat in accordance with No. 94 of this Convention
and, as appropriate, with the other Sectors of the Union, and with
due regard for the directives of the Council in carrying out these
preparahons,

provide assistance to the developing countries in their preparations
for radiocommunication conferences.

- (2) in relationto the Radio Regulations Board:

prepare and submit draft Rules of Procedure for approval by the

- Radio Regulations Board; they shall include, inter alia, calculation

methods and data required for the apphcatuon of the provisions of

the Radio Reguilations;

distribute to all Members of the Unuon the Rules of Procedure of the
Board and collect comments thereon received from administrations;

process information received from administrations in application of
the relevant provisions of the Radio Regulations and regional
agreements and prepare it, as appropriate, in a form suitable for

publication;

apply the Rules of Procedure approved by the Board, prepare and
publish findings based on those Rules, and submit to the Board any

_review of a finding which is requested by an administration and

which cannot be resolved by the use of those Rules of Procedure;
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in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Radio Regulations,
effect an orderly recording and registration of frequency
assignments and, where appropriete, the associated orbital
characteristics, and keep up to date the Master International
Frequency Register; review entries: in that Register with a view to
amending or eliminating, as appropriate, those which do not reflect
actual frequency usage, in agreement with the administration
concemed;

assist in the resolution of cases of harmful interference, at the
request of one or more of the inlerested administrations, and where
necessary, make investigations and prepare, for consideration by
the Board, a report including draft recommendations to the
administrations concerned;

act as executive secretary to the Board;
(3) coordinate the work of the radiocommunication study groups

and be responsible for the organization of that work;

»la)

b)

c)
.d)

e)

(4)  also undertake the following:

carry out studies to furnish advice to Members with a view to the
operation of the maximum practicable number of radio channels in
those portions of the spectrum where harmful interference may

- occur, and with a view to the equitable, effective and economical

use of the geostationary-satellite orbit, taking into account the
needs of Members requiring assistance, the specific needs of
developing countries, as well as the special geographical situation
of particular countries;

exchange with members data in machine-readable and other forms,
prepare and keep up to date any documents and databases of the
Radiocommunication Sector, and arrange, with the Secretary-
General, as appropriate, for their publication in the working
languages of the Union in accordance with No. 172 of the
Constitution; :

maintain such essential records as may be required;

submit to the world radiocommunication conference a report on the
activities of the Radiocommunication Sector since the last
conference; if a word radiocommunication conferense is not
pianned, such a report covering the two-year period since the fast
conference shall be submitted to the Council and to the Members of
the Union; -

prepare a cost-based budget estimate for the requirements of the
Radiocommunication Sector and transmit it to the Secretary-
General for consideration by the Coordination Committee and
inclusion in the Union's budget.
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3. The Director shall choose the technical and administrative
personnel of the Bureau within the framewacrk of the budget as approved by
the Council. The appointment of the technical and administrative personnel is
made by the Secreiary-General in agreement. with the Director. The final
decision for appointment or dismissal rests with the Secretary-General.

4. The Director shall provide technical suppont, as necessary, to the
Telecommunication Development Sector within the framework of the
Constitution and this Convention.

SECTION 6

Telecommuniczation Standardization Sector

ARTICLE 13

World Telecommunication Slandérdization Conference

1. In accordance with No. 104 of the Constitution, a world
standardization conference shall be convened to consider specific matters
related to telecommunication standardization:

2. The questions to be studied by a world telecommunication
standardization conference, on which recommendations shall be issued, shall
be those adopted pursuant to its own procedures or referred to it by the
Plenipotentiary Conference, any other conference, or the Council.

3. In accordance with No. 1 b4 of the Constitution, the conference
shall: ‘ ’

a) consider the reports of study groups prepared in accordance with
No. 194 of this Convention and approve, modify or reject draft
recommendations containad in those reports;

b). ‘bearing in mind the need to keep the demands on the resources of
the Union to a minimum, approve the programme of work arising
from the review of existing questions and new questions and
determine the priofity, urgency, estimated financial implications and
time-scale for the completion of their study;

c) decide, in the light of the appic . ed programme of work derived from
No. 188 above, cn the need to maintain, terminate or establish
study groups and zllocate to each of them the questions to be
studied;
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d) group, as far as practicable, questions of interest to the developing
countries to facilitate their participaticn in these studies;

‘e) consider and approve the report of the Director on the activities of
the Sector since the last conference.

ARTICLE 14

Telecommunication Standardization Study Greups

1. (1) Telecommunication standardization study groups shall study
questions and prepare draft recommendations o the matters referred to them
in accordance with the provisions of Article 13 of this Convention. Those
drafts shall be submitted for approval to a word tfelecommunication
standardization conference or, between two such conferences, by
correspondence to administrations in accoraance with procedures adopted by
the conference. Recommendations approved in either manner shall have
equal status.

(2) The study groups shall, subject to No. 185 below, study
technical, operating and tariff questions and prepare recommendations on
them with a view to standardizing telecommunications on a woridwide basis,
including recommendations on interconnection of radio systems in public
telecommunication networks and on the perfcrmance required for these
interconnections. Technical or operating questions specifically related to
radiocommunication as enumerated in Nos. 151 to 154 of this Convention
shall be within the purview of the Radiocommunication Sector.

(3) Each study group shall prepare for the telecommunication
standardization conference a report indicating the progress of work, the
recommendations adopted in accordance with the consultation procedure
contained in No. 192 above, and any draft new or revised recommendations
for consideration by the conference.

2. Taking into account No. 105 of the Constitution, the tasks

~enumerated in No. 193 above and those enumerated in Nos. 151 to 154 of

this Convention in relation to the Radiocommunication Sector shall be kept
under continuing review by the Telecommunication Standardization Sector

~ and the Radiocommunication Sector with a view to reaching common

agreement on changes in the distribution of matters under study. The two
Sectors shall cooperate closely and adopt procedures to conduct such a

‘review and reach agreements in a timely and effective manner. If agreement

is not reached, the matter may be submitted through the Council to the
Plenipotentiary Conterence for decision.
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3. In the performance of their studies, the telecommunication
standardization study groups shali pay due attention to the study of questions
and to the formulation of reccmmendations directly connected with the
establishment, development and improvement of telecommunications in
developing couniries at both the regional and intemational levels. They sha”
conduct their work giving due consideration to the work of national, regiona!
and other intemational standardization organizations, and cooperate with
them, keeping in mind the need for the Union to maintain ils pre-emineni
position in the field of worldwide standardization for telecommunications.

4. For the purpose of fzcilitating the review of activities in the
Telecommunication Standardization Sector, measures should be taken to
foster cooperation and coordination with other crganizations concemed with
telecommuniczation standardization and with the Radiocommunication Sector
and the Telecommunication Development Secter. ‘A world telecommunication
standardization conference shall determine the specific duties, conditions of
participation and rules cf procedure for these measures. -

ARTICLE 15

Telecommunication Standardization Bureau

1. The Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau
shall organize and coordinate the work of the Telecommunication
Standardizaticn Sector.

2. The Director shall, in particular:

a) update annually the work programme approved by the weorld
telecomm:unication standardization conference, in consultation with
the Chairmen of the telecommunication standardization study
-groups; : E .

b) paricipate, as of right, but in an advisory capacity, in the

- deliberaticns of the word telecommunication standardization
conferences and of the telecommunicationn standardization study
groups. The Director shail make ail necessary preparations for
corferences and meetings of the Telecommunication
Standardization Sector in consuitation with the General Secretariat
in accerdance with No. 94 of this Convention and, as appropriate,
with the other Sectors of the Union, and with due regard for the
directives of the Council concerning these preparations;

c) process information received from -administrations ir application of
the relevant provisions of the Intermnational Telecommunication
Regulations or decicions of the world telecommunication
standardization conference and prepare it, where appropriate, in a
suitable form for publiczation,;
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exchange with- members data in machine-readable and other forms,
prepare and, as necessary, keep up to date any documents and
databases of the Telecommunication Standardization Sector, and
arrange with the Secretary-General, where' appropriate, for their
publication in the working languages of the Union in accordance
with No. 172 of the Constitution;

submit to the world telecommunication standardization conference
a report on the activities of the Sector since the last conference; he
shall also submit to the Council and to the Members of the Union
such a repornt. covering the two-year period since the last
conference, unless a second conference is convened;

repare a cost-based budget estimate for the requirements of the

~ Telecommunication Standardization Sector and transmit it to the

Secretary-General for consideration by the Coordination Committee
and inclusion in the Union's budget.

The Director shall choose the technical and administrative

personnel of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau within the
framework of the budget as approved by the Council. The appointment of the

technical and administrative personnel is made by the Secretary-General in

agreement with the Director. The final decision on appointment or dismissal
rests with the Secretary-General.

4.

The Director shall provide technical support, as necessary, to the

Telecommunication Development Sector within the framework of the
Constitution and this Convention.

1.

SECTION 7

Telecommunication Development Sector

ARTICLE 16

Telecommunication Development Conferences

In accordance with No. 118 of the Constitution, the duties of the

telecormimunication development conferences shail be as follows:

a)

world telecommunication development conferences shall establish
work programmes and guidelines for defining telecommunication
development questions and priorities and shall provide direction
and guidance for the work programme of the Telecommunication

" Development Sector. They may set up study groups, as necessary;
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b) ‘regional telecommunicztion development conferences may give
advice to the Telecommunicaticn Develcpment Bureau conceming
the specific telecommunicalion recuirements and characteristics of
the -region concemed, sn¢ may eiso submit recommendations to
world telecommunication deveigpment conferences;

c} the telecommunication deveiopment conferences should fix the
objectives and strategies for the balanced worldwide and regional
development of telecommuniczations, giving particular consideration
to the expansion and modemization of the networks and services of
the developing countries as well as the mobilization of the
resources required for this purpose. They shall serve as a forum for
the study of policy, orgznizational, operational, regulatory, technical
and finzncial questions and related aspects, including the
identification and implemsniation of new_sources of funding:

d) werid and regional telecommunication development conferences.
within their respective sphere of competence, shall consider reports
submitted to them and evaluzie the activilies of the Sector; they
may &lso consider telecomirhunication. development aspects related
to the activities of the other Sectors of the Union.

2. The draft agenca of {elecommunication development conferences
shall be prepared by the Direcior of the Telecommunication Development
Bureau and be submitted by the Secretary-General to the Council for
approval with the concurrence of a majority of the Members of the Union in
the case of a world confererice, or of & majority of the Members of the Union
belonging to the region concemed in the case of a regional conference,
subject to the provisions of No. 47 of this Convention.

ARTICLE 17

Telecommunicalion Development Study Groups

1. Telecommunication development study groups shall deal with
specific telecommunication questions of general interest to developing
countries, including the matters enumerated in No. 211 above. Such study
groups shall be limited in numbsr and created for a limited period of time,
subject to the availebiiity of resources, shali have specific terms of reference
on questions and meatiers of pl’anty to devc.cpmg countries and shall be task-
oriented.

2. Teking into account No. 119 of the Corstitution, the

. Radiocommunication, Telecommunication Standardization and Telecom-

munication Dévelopment Sectors sha!l keep the matters under study under

continuing review with a view to reaching agreement on the distribution of

work, avoiding duplication of efiort and improving coordination. The Sectors
shall adopt procedures to conduct such reviews and reach such agreement in
a timely and effective manner.
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ARTICLE 18

Telecommunicztion Development Bureawv and Advisary Eoard

1.
organize’
Sector.

2.
a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

The Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau shall
and coordinate the work of the Telecommunicaticn Development

The Director shall, in particular.

participate as of right, but in an advisory cegzacity, in the
deliberations of the telecommunication development conferences
and of the telecommunicztion development study groups. The
Director shall make a!l necessary preparations for conierences and
meetings of the Telecommunication Development Sector in
consultation with the General Secretariat in accordance with No. 84
of this Convention and, as appropriate, with the other Sectors of the
Union, and with due regard for the directives of the Council in
carrying out these preparations; -

process information received from adminisirations in acplication of
the relevant resolutions and decisions of the FPlenipotentiary
Conference and telecommunication development conferences and
prepare it, where appropriate, in a suitable form for pubiication;

exchange with members data in machine-readable and other forms,
prepare and, as necessary, keep up to date any documents and
databases of the Telecommunication Development Sector, and
arrange with the Secretary-General, as apprepriete, for their
publication in the working languages of the Unicn in accordance
with No. 172 of the Constitution;

assembie and prepare for publication, in cooperation with the
General Secretariat and the other Sectors of the Union, both
technical and administrative information that might te especially
useful to develcping countries in order to help them to improve their
telecommunication networks. Their attention shail alsc be drawn to
the possibilities offered by the intemational progremmes under the
auspices of the United Nations;

submit to the world telecommunication development conference a
report on the activities of the Sector since the last conference; the
Director shall also submit to the Council and to the Members of the
Union such a report covering the two-year period since the last
conference;

prepare a cost-based budget estimate for the reguirements of the
Telecommunication Development Sector and transmit it to the
Secretary-General for consideration by the Coordination Committee
and inclusion in the Union's budget. '
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3. The Director shall work collegially with the other elected officials in
order to ensure that the Union's catalytic role in stimulating telecommunication
development is strengthened and shall make the necessary amangements
with the Director of the Bureau concemed for the convenlng of information
meetings on the activities of the Sector concemed. :

4. At the request of the Members concemed, the Directcr, with the
assistance of the Directors of the other Bureaux and, where appropriate, the
Secretary-General, shall study and offer advice conceming their national
telecommunication problems; where a comparison of technical altematives is
involved, economnc factors may be taken into consnderatnon

5. The Dnrector shall choose the technical and admmnstratlve
personnel of the Telecommunication Development Bureau within the
framework of the budget as approved by the Ceuncil. The appointment of the

-personnel is made by the Secretary-General in agreement with the Director.

The final decision for appointment or dismissal rests with the Secretary-
General.

6. A Telecommunication Development "Advisory Board shall be
established and the members of the Board shall be appointed by the Director
in consultation with the Secretary-General. The Board shall be composed of
persons with a wide and equitable cross-section of interests and expertise in
telecommunication development and shall elect its chairman from among its
members. The Board shall advise the Director, who shall participate in ils
meetings, on priorities -and strategie$ in the Union's telecommunication
development activities; it shall, inter alia, recommend steps to foster
cooperation and coordination with other organizations interested in
telecommunication development.

SECTION 8

Provisions Common to the Three Sectors

ARTICLE 18

Participation of Entities and Organizations Otherthan
Administrations in the Union's Activities

1. The Secretary-General and the Directors of the Bureaux shali,
encourage the enhanced participation in the activities of the Union of the
following entities and orgamzatlons

a) recogmzed operatnng agencies, scientific or andustnal organizations
' and financial or development xnsmut:ons which are approved by the -
Member concerned,;

'b) other entities dealing wnth telecommumcatnon matters which are
" approved-by the Member concernéd; .

C) regional and other intemational teleco..nmunication, standardization,
financial or development organizations.
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2. Thé Directors of the Bureaux shall maintain close WOrking relations
with those entities and organizations which are authorized to participate in the
activities of one or more of the Sectors of the Union.

3. Any request from an entity listed in No. 229 above to participate in
the work of a Sector, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the
Constitution and this Convention, approved by the Member concemed stall
be forwarded by the latter to the Secretary-General.

4. Any request from an entity referred to in No. 230 above submitied

by the Member concemed shall be handled in conformity with a procedure

established by the Council. Such a request shall be reviewed by the Council
with respect to its conformity with the above procedure.

5. Any request from any entity or orgamzatlon listed in No. 231 abuve
(other than those referred to in Nos. 260 and 261 of this Convention) to
participate in the work of a Sector shall be sent to the Secretary-General and
acted upon in accordance with procedures established by the Council.

6. Any request from an organization referred to in Nos. 260 to 262 of
this Convention to participate in the work of a Sector shall be sent to the
Secretary-General, and the organization concemed shall be included in the
lists referred to in No. 237 below. :

7. The Secretary-General shall compile and maintain lists of all entities
and organizations referred to in Nos. 229 to 231 and Nos. 260 to 262 of this
Convention that are authorized to participate in thé work of each Sector and
shall, at appropriate intervals, publish and distribute these lists to all Members
and to the Director of the Bureau concemed. That Director shall advise such
entities and organizations of the action taken on their requests.

8. Entities and organizations contained in the lists referred to in
No. 237 above are also referred to as “members” of the Sectors of the Union;
the conditions of their participation in the Sectors are specified in this Article,
in Article 33 and in other relevant provisions of this Convention. The
provisions of Article 3 of the Constitution do not apply to them.

9. A recognized operating agency may act on behalf of the Meriber
which has recognized it, provided that Member informs the Director of the
Bureau concerned that it is authorized to do so.

10. Any entity or organization authorized to take part in the work of a
Sector has the right to denounce. such participation by notifying the Secretary-

General. Such participation may also be denounced, where appropriate:, by-

the Member concemed. Such denunciation shall take effect at the end of one
year from the date when notification is received by the Secretary-General.
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11. The Secretary-General shall delete from the list of entities and
organizations any entity or organization that is no longer authorized to
participate in the work of a Sector, in accordance with cniteria and procedures
determined by the Council.

ARTICLE 20

Conduct of Business of Study Groups

1. The radiocommunication assembly, the world telecommunication
standardization conference and the world telecommunication development
conference shall appoint a Chairman and normally one Vice-Chairman of
each study group. In appointing Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen, particular
consideration shall be given to the requirements of competence and equitable
geographical distribution, and to the need to promote more efficient
participation by the developing countries.

2. | the workload of any- study group requires, the assembly or
conference shall appoint such additional Vice-Chairmen as it deems
necessary, normally not more than two in total.

3. If, in the interval between two assemblies or conferences of the
Sector concemed, a study group Chaimman is unable to carry out his duties
and only one Vice-Chairman has been appointed, then that Vice-Chairman
shall take the Chairman's place. In the case of a study group for which more
than one Vice-Chairman has been appointed, the study group at its next
meeting shall elect 2 new Chairman from among those Vice-Chairmen and, if -
necessary, a new Vice-Chairman from among the members of the study
group. it shall likewise elect a new Vice-Chairman if one of the Vice-Chairmen
is unable to carry out his duties during that period.

4. Study groups shall conduct their work as far as possible by
correspondence, using modern means of communication.

5. The Director of the Bureau of each Sector, on the basis of the
decisions of the competent conference or assembly, after consultation with
the Secretary-General and coordination as required by the Constitution and
Convention, shall draw up the general pian of study group meetings.

6. Study groups may initiate action for obtaining approval from
Members for recommendations completed between two conferences. The
procedures to be applied for obtaining such approval shall be those approved
by the competent assembly or conference. Recommendations so- approved
shall have the same status as ones approved by the conference itself.

7. Where necessary, joint working parties may be established for the
study of questions requiring the participation of experts from several study
groups. _ :
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8. The Director of the relevant Bureau shall send the final reports of
the study groups to the administrations, organizations and entities
participating in the Sector. Such reporis shall include a list of the
recommendations approved in conformity with No. 247 above. These reports

. shall be sent as soon as possible and, in any event, in time for them to be

received at least one month before the date of the next session of the '
conference concemed.

ARTICLE 21

Recommendations from One Conference to Another

1. Any conference may submit to another conference of the Umon
recommendations within its field of competence.

2. Such recommendations shall be sent to the Secre!ary -General in
good time for assembly, coordination and communication, as laid down in
No. 320 of this Convention.

ARTICLE 22

Relations Between Sectors and With '
International Organizations

1. The Directors of the Bureaux may agree, after appropriate
consultation and coordination as required by the Constitution, the Convention
and the decisions of the competent conferences or assemblies, to organize
joint meetings of study groups of two or three Sectors, in order to study and
prepare draft recommendations on questions of common interest. Such draft
recommendations shall be submitted to the competent conferences or
assemblies of the Sectors concemed. .

2. Conferences or meetings of a Sector may be aftended in’ an
advisory capacity by the Secretary-General, the Deputy Secretary-General,
the Directors of the Bureaux of the other Sectors, or their representatives, and
members of the Radio Regulations Board. If necessary, they may invite, in an
advisory capacity, representatives of the General Secretariat or of apy other
Sector wthh has not considered it necessary to be represented.

3. When a Sector is invited to partvmpate in a meetlng of ‘an
international organization, its Director is authorized to make arrangements for
its representation in an advisory capacity, taking into account.the provisions of
No. 107 of this Convention.
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CHAPTER I

General Provisions Regarding Conferences

ARTICLE 23

Invitation and Admission to Plenipotentiary Conferences
when There is an Inviting Government

1. Thei-p'recise place and the exact dates of the Conference shall be
fixed in accordance with the provisions of Articie 1 of this Convention,
following consultations with the inviting govemment.

2. (1) One year before the date of opening of the Conference, the
inviting government shall send an invitation to the government of each
Member of the Union.

(2) These invitations may be sent directly or through the
Secretary-General or through another govemment.

3. The Secretary-Generai"Shall invite the following organizations to
send observers:
a) the United Nations;
b) regional telecommunication organizations mentioned in Article 43 of
the Constitution;
¢) intergovernmental organizations operating satellite systems;

d) the specialized agencies of the United Nations and the infernational
Atomic Energy Agency.

4. (1) The replies of the Members must reach the inviting
govemmem at least one month before the date of opening of the Conference
and should include whenever possible full mlormahon on the composition of

. the delegation.

() These replies may be sent directly to the inviting government
or through the Secretary-General or through another govemment.

(3) The replies of the organizations and agencies referred to in
Nos. 259 to 262 above must reach the Secretary-General one month before

“the opening date of the Conference.

5. .The General Secretarnat and the three Bureaux of the Union shall
be representedrat the Conference in an advisory capacity.

6. The following shall be admitted to Plenipotentiary Conferences:
a) delegations;

b) observers of organizations and agencies invited in accordance with
Nos. 259 to 262 above.
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ARTICLE 24

Invitation and Admission to Radioccommunication Conferences
when There is an Inviting Government

1. The precise place and exact dates of the conference shall be fixed
in accordance with the provisions of Article 3 of this Convention, following -
consultations with the inviting govemment.

2. (1) The provisions of Nos. 256 to 265 of this Convention shall
apply to radiocommunication conferences.

(2) -Members of the Union should inform the recognized operating
agencies of the invitation they have received to participate in a
radiocommunication conference.

3. (1) The inviting government, in agreement with or on a proposal
by the Council, may notify the intemational organizations other than those
referred to in Nos. 259 to 262 of this Convention which may be interested in
sending observers to participate in the conference in an advisory capacity.

(2) The interested intemational organizations referred to in
No. 273 above shall send an application for admission to the inviting
government within a period of two months from the date of notification.

(3) The inviting govermment shall assemble the requests and the
conference itself shall decide whether the organizations concemed are to be
admitted.

4. The following shall be admitted to radiocommunication conferences:'
a) delegations; é

b) observers of organizations and agencies referred to in Nos. 259 to
262 of this Convention;

c) observers of intemational o_iganizations admitted in accordance
with Nos. 273 to 275 above;

d) observers representing recognized operating agencies authorized
in accordance with Article 19 of this Convention to participate in the
radiocommunication study groups and duly authorized by the
Member concemed;

e) in an advisory capacity, the elected officials, when the conference is
discussing matters coming within their competence, and the .
members of the Radio Regulations Board; .

f) observers of Members of the Union participating in a non-voting
capacity in a regional radiocommunication conference of a region
other than that to which the said Members belong.
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ARTICLE 25

Invitation and Admission to Radiocommunication Assembliés and to
" Telecommunication Standardization and Telecommunication
Development Conferences when There is
an Inviting Government

1. The precise 'pla,ce and exact dates of each assembly or conference
shall be fixed in accordance with the provisions of Article 3 of this
Convention, following consultations with the inviting govemment.

2. One year before the date of the opening of the assembly or
conference, the Secretary-General, after consultation wuth the Director of the
Bureau concemed, shall send an invitation to: -

a) the administration of each Member of the Union;

b) the entities or organizations authorized in accordance with
_Article 19 of this Convention to participate in the activities of the
Sector concerned; :

c) regional telecommunication organizations mentioned in Article 43 of
the Constitution;

d) mtergovemmental organizations operating satellite systems;

€) any other regional organization or other intemational organization
- dealing with matters of interest to the assembly or conference.

3. The Secretary -General shall also invite the following organizations

or agencies 1o send observers:
a) the United Nations;
b) the specialized agencies of the United Nations and the Internatlonal
Atomic Energy Agency.

4. The replies must reach the Secretary-General at least one month
before the date of opening of the assembly or conference and should,
whenever possible, include full information on the composition of the
delegation or representation.

5. The General Secretariat and.the elected officials of the Union shall
be represented at the assembly or conference in an advisory capacity.

6. The following shall be admitted to the assembly or conference:

a) '~ delegations;

b) observers of organizatidns and agencies invited in accordance with
Nos. 287 to 289 and 291 and 292 above;

c) representatives of entities or organizations referred to in No. 286
above.
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ARTICLE 26

Procedure for Convening or Cancelling World Conferences
or Radiocommunication Assemblies at the Request of
Members of the Union or on & Proposal of the Council

1. The procedures to be applied for convening a second world
telecommunication standardization conference in the interval between
successive Plenipotentiary Conferences and fixing its precise place and exact
dates or for cancelling the second worid radiocommunication conference or
the second radiocommunication assembly are set forth in the following
provisions. .

2. (1) Any Member of the Union wishing to have a second world
telecommunication standardization conference convened shall so inform the
Secretary-General, indicating the proposed place and dates of the
conference.

(2) ©On receipt of similar requests from at least one-quarter of the .
Members, the Secretary-General shall inform immediately all Members thereof
by the most appropriate means of telecommunication, asking them to
indicate, within six weeks, whether or not they agree to the proposal.

(3) 1f a majority of the Members, determined in accordance with
No. 47 of this Convention, agree to the proposal as.a whole, that is to say, if
they accept the proposed place and dates, the Secretary-General shall so
inform immediately all Members by the most appropriate means of
telecommunication.

(4) I the proposal accepted is for a conference elsewhere than at
the seat of the Union, the Secretary-General, with the assent of the
government concemed, shall take the necessary steps to convene the
conference.

(5) If the proposal as a whole (place and dates) is not accepted
by the majority of the Members determined in accordance with No. 47 of this
Convention, the Secretary-General shall inform the Members of the Union of
the replies received, requesting them to give a final reply on the point or
points under dispute within six weeks of receipt. ’

(6) Such points shall be regarded as adopted when they have
been approved by a majority of the Members, determined in accordance with
No. 47 of this Convention. :

3. (1) Any Member of the Union wishing to have a second world
radiocommunication conference or a second radiocommunication assembly
cancelied, shall so inform the Secretary-General. On receipt of similar
requests from at least one-quarter of the Members, the Secretary-General *
shall inform immediately all Members thereof by the most appropriate means
of telecommunication, asking them to indicate, within six weeks, whether or
not they agree to the proposal.
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(2) !f a majority of the Members, delermined in accordance with
No. 47 of this Convention, agrees to the proposal, the Secretary-General shall
so inform immediately all Members by the most appropriate means of
telecommunication and the conference or assembly shall be cancelled.

4. The procedures indicated in Nos. 301 to 307 above, with the
exception of No. 306, shall also be applicable when the proposal to convene
a second world telecommunication standardization conference or to cancel a
second world radiocommunication conference or a  second
radiocommunication assembly is initiated by the Council. C

5. Any Member of the Union wishing to have a world conference on
intemational telecommunications convened shall propose it to the
Plenipotentiary Conference; the agenda, precise place and exact dates of
such a conference shall be determined in accordance with the provisions of

_ Article 3 of this Convention.

ARTICLE 27

Procedure for Convening Regional Conferences at the Request of
Members of the Union or on a Proposal of the Council

in the case of a regional conference, the procedure described in Nos.
300 to 305 of this Convention shall be applicable only to the Members of the
region concemed. If the conference is to be convened on the initiative of the
Members of the region, it will suffice for the Secretary-General to receive
concordant requests from a quarter of the total number of Members in that
region. The procedure described in Nos. 301 to 305 of this Convention shall
also be applicable when the proposal to convene such a conference is
initiated by the Council.

ARTICLE 28

Provisions for Conferences Meeting when There
is no Inviting Government

When a conference is to be held without an inviting government, the
provisions of Articles 23, 24 and 25 of this Convention shall apply. The
Secretary-General shall take the necessary steps to convene and organize it
at the seat of the Union, after agreement with the Government of the Swiss
Confederation.
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ARTICLE 28

Change in the Place or Dates of 2 Conference

1. The provisions of Articies 26 and 27 of this Convention for
convening a ccnference shall apply, by analogy, when a change in the
precise place and’or exac! dales of a conierence is requested by Members of
the Union or is proposed by the Council. However, such changes shall only
be made if a majority of the Members concemed, determined in accordance
with No. 47 of this Convention, have pronounced in favour. »

2. It shell be the responsibility of any Member propesing a change in
the precise plzce or exact dates of & conference fo obtain for its proposal the
support oi the requisite number of other Members.

3. - Where the issue ezrises, the Secreiary-General shall indicate, in the—
communicalion referred 1o in No. 301 of this Conveniion, the probable
financial consequences of a change in the place or dates, as, for example,
when there has been an outlay of expenditure in preparing for the conference
at the place initizlly chosen.

ARTICLE 30

Time-Limits and Conditions for Submission of Proposals
and Reports to Conferences

1. The provisions of this Articie shall apply to the Plenipotentiary
Conference, world and regionz! radioccmmunication conferences and word
conferences on intematicnal telecommunications.

2. Immediately after the invilations have been despatched, the
Secretary-Gereral shall ask WMembers to send him, at least four months
bsfore the stant of the conference, their proposzls for the work of the
conference. i

3. Ali proposals the adoption of which will involve amendment of the
text of the Constitution or this Convention or revision of the Administrative
Reguiations must carry references identifying by their marginal numbers those
parts of the text which will require such emendment or revision. The reasons
for the proposal must be given, as briefiy as possible, in each case.

4. Each proposal received from a Member of the Union shall be
annotated by the Secretary-General {o indicate its origin by means of the
symbol established by the Union for that Member. Where a proposal is made
jointly by more than one Member the proposal shall, to the extent practicable,
be annotated with the symbal of each Member.

5. The Secretary-General shall communicate the proposals to all
Members as they are received.
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6. The Secretary-General shall assemble and coordinate the
proposals received from Miembers and shall communicate them to Members
as they are received, but in any case at least two months before the opening
of the conference. Elected ofiicials and staff members of the Union, as well as
those observers and represeniatives that may attend conferences in
accordance with the relevant provisions of this Convention, shall not be
entitled to submit proposals.

7. The Secretary-General shall also assemble reports received from
Members, the Council and the Sectors of the Union and recommendations by
conferences and shall communicate them to Members, along with any reports
by the Secretary-General, at least four months before the opening of the
conference.

8. Proposals received after the time-limit specified in No. 316 above
shall be communiczted to all Members by the Secretary-General as soon as
practicable.

8. The provisions of the present Article shall apply without prejudice to
the amendment provisions contained in Arlicle 55 of the Constitution and in
Article 42 of this Convention.

ARTICLE 31

Credentials for Conferences

1. The delegation sent by a Member of the Union to a Plenipoientiary
Conference, a radiocommunication conference or a word conference on
international telecommunications shall be duly accredited in accordance with
Nos. 325 to 331 below.

2. (1) Accreditation of de!egations to Plenipotentiary Conferences
shall be by means of instruments signed by the Head of State, by the Head of
Government or by the Minister for Foreign Affairs.

(2) Accreditation of delegations to the other conferences referred
to in No. 324 above shall be by means of instruments signed by the Head of
State, by the Head of Govemment, by the WMinister for Foreign Affairs or by
the Minister responsible for questions cealt with during the conference.

(3) Subject to confirmation prior to the signature of the Final Acts,
by one of the authorities mentioned in Nos. 325 or 326 above, a delegation
may be provisionally accredited by the Head of the diplomatic mission of the
Member concemed to the host government. In the case of a conference held
in the Swiss Confederation, a delegation may also be provisionally accredited
by the Head of the permanent delegation of the Member concemed to the
United Nations Office at Geneva.
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3. Credentials shall be accepted if they are signed by one of the
competent authorities mentioned in Nos. 325 to 327 above, and fulfil one of
the following criteria:

- they confer full powars on the delegation;

- they authorize the delegation to represent its government, without

restrictions; )

- they give the delegation, or certain members thereof, the right to

sign the Final Acts.

4. (1) A delegation whose credentials are found to be in order by the:
Plenary Meeting shalt be entitled to exercise the right to voie of the Member
concemed, subject to the provisions of Nos. 169 and 210 of the Constitution,
and to sign the Final Acts.

(2) A delegation whose credentials are found not to be in order by
the Pienary Meeting shall not be entitled to exercise the right to vote or to sign
the Final Acts until the situation has been rectified.

5. Credentials sha!l be deposited with the secretariat of the conference
as early as possible. The Committee referred to in No. 361 of this Convention
shall be entrusted with the venlication thereof and sheall report on its
conclusions to the Plenary Meeting within the time specified by the latter.
Pending the decision of the Plenary Meeting thereon, any delegation shall be
entitled to participate in the conference and to exercise the right to vote of the
Member concerned.

6. As a general rule, Members of the Union should endeavour to send
their own delegations to conferences of the Union. However, if a Member is
unable, for exceptional reasons, to send its own delegation, it may give the
delegation of another Member powers to vote and sign on its behalf. Such
powers must be conveyed by means cf an instrument signed by one of the

authorities mentioned in Nos. 325 or 326 above.

7. ‘A delegation with the right to vote may give to another delegation
with the right to vote & mandate to exercise its vole at one or more meetings
at which it is uriable tc be present. In such a case it shall, in good time, notify
the Chairman of the conference in writing.

8. A delegation may not exercise more than one proxy vote.

9. Credentials and transfers of powers sent by teiegram shall not be
accepted. Nevertheless, replies sent by telegram to requests by the Chairman
or the secretariat of the conference for ciarification of credentials shall be
accepted.

10. A Member oran authorized entity or organization intending to send
a delegation or representatives to a telecommunication standaroization
conference, a telecommunication development conference or a
radiocommunication assembly shall so inform the Director of the Bureau of
the Sector concemed, indicating the names and functions of the members of
the delegation or of the representatives.
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CHAPTER III

Rules of Procedure

ARTICLE 32

Rules of Procedure of Conferences and Other Meetings

The Rules of Procedure shall apply without prejudice to the amendment
provisions contained in Article 55 of the Constitution and in Article 42 of this
Convention. ' ’

1. Order of Seating

At meetings of the conference, delegations shall be seated in the
alphabetical order of the French names of the Members represented.

2. Inauguration of the Conference

1. (1) The inaugural meeting of the conference shall be preceded by
a meeting of the Heads of delegation in the course of which it shall prepare
the agenda for the first Plenary Meeting and make proposals for the
organization, chairmanships and vice-chairmanships of the conference and its
committees, taking into account the principles of rotation, geographical
distribution, the necessary competence and the provisions of No. 346 below.

(2) The Chairman of the meeting of Heads of delegation shall be
appointed in accordance with the provisions of Nos. 344 and 345 below.

2. (1) The conference shall be opened by a pérson appointed by the

inviting govemment. .

: (2) When there is no inviting government, it shall be opened by
the oldest Head of delegation.

3. (1) The Chaiman of the conference shall be elected at the first
Plenary Meeting; generally he shall be a person neminated by the inviting
government.

(2) If there is no inviting government, the Chairman shali be
chosen, taking intc account the proposals made by the Heads of delegation at
the meeting described in No. 342 above.

4. The first Plenary Meeting shall also:
a) elect te Vice-Chairmen of the conference;

b) set up the conference committees and elect their respective
Chaimen and Vice-Chaimen;
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c) designate the conference secretariat, in accordance with No. 97 of
this Convention; the secretariat may be reinforced, in case of need,
by staff provided by the administration of the inviting govemment.

3. Powers of the Chairman of the Conference

1. The Chairman, in addition to the other prerogatives conferred upon
him under these Rules of Procedure, shall open and close the meetings of the
Plenary Meeting, direct the deliberations, ensure that the Rules of Procedure
are applied, give the floor to speakers, put questions to the vote, and
announce the decisions adopted.

2. He shall have the general direction of all the work of the
conference, and shall ensure that order is maintained at Plenary Meetings. He
shall give his ruling on motions of order and points of order and, in particular,
he shall be empowered to propose that discussion on a question be
postponed or closed, or that a meeting be suspended or adjoumed. He may
also decide to postpone the convening of a Pienary Meeting should he

- consider it necessary.

3. It shall be the duty of the Chaiman to protect the right of each
delegation to express its opinion freely and fully on the point at issue.

4. He shall ensure that discussion is limited to the point at issue, and
he may interrupt any speaker who departs therefrom and request him to
confine his remarks to the subject under discussion.

4. Setting up of Committees

1. The Plenary Meeting may set up committees to consider matters
referred to the conference. These committees may in tum set up
sub-committees. Committees and sub-committees may set up working
groups.

2. Sub-committees and working groups shall be set up when
necessary. : i

3. Subject to the provisions of Nos. 356 and 357 above, the following
committees shall be set up:

4.1 Steering Commitiee

a) This Committee shall nommally be composed of the Chairman of the
conference or meeting, who shall be its Chairman, the Vice-
Chaimen of the conference and the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen

-+ of committees; L . C ‘

b) The Steering Committee shall coordinate all matters connected with
the smooth exeqution of work and shall plan the order and number
of meetings; -avoiding overlapping wherever possible in view of the
limited.number -of members of some delegations. -~
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4.2 Credentials Committee

A Plenipotentiary Conference, a radiocommunication conference or a
world conference on intemational telecommunications shall appoint a
Credentials Committee, the mandate of which shall be to verify the credentials
of delegations to these conferences. This Committee shall report on its
conclusions to the Plenary Meeting within the time specified by the latter.

a)

b)

a)

b)

4.3 Editonial Committee

The texts prepared in the various committees, which shall be
worded as far as possible in their definitive form by these
committees, taking account of the views expressed, shall be
submitted to an Editcrial Committee charged with perfecting their
form without altering the sense and, where appropriate, with
combining them with those parts of former texts which have not
been altered. )

The texts shall be submitied by the Editorial Committee 1o the
Plenary Meeting, which shall approve them, or refer them back to
the appropriate committee for further examination.

4.4 Budget Conirol Committee.

At the opening of each conference, the Plenary Meeting shall
appoint a Budget Control Committee to determine the organization
and the facilities available to the delegates, and to examine and
approve the accounts for expendilure incurred throughout the
duration of the conference. In addition to the members of
delegations who wish to participate, this Committee shall include a
representative of the Secretary-General, of the Director of the
Bureau concemed, and, where there is an inviting government, a
representative of that government.

Before the budget approved by the Council for the conference is
exhausted, the Budget Control Committee, in collaboration with the
secretariat of the conference, shall present an interim statement of
the expenditure to the Plenary Meeling. The Plenary Meeting shall
take this statement into account in considering whether the
progress made is sufficient to justify a prolongation of the
conference after the date when the approved budget will be
exhausted.

At the end of each conference, the Budget Control Committee shall
present a report to the Plenary Meeting showing, as accurately as
possible, the estimated total expenditure of the conference, as well
as an estimate of the costs that may be entailed by the execution of
the decisions.taken by such conferen -e.
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d) After consideration and zpproval by the Plenary Meeting, this
repont, together with the observations of the Plenary Meeting, shall
be transmitted to the Secretary-General for submission to the
Council at its next ordinary session.

5, Composition of Committees
5.1 Plenipotentiary Conferences

Committees shall be composed of the delegates of Members and the
observers referred to in No. 269 of this Convention who have so requested or
who have been designated by the Plenary Meeting.

5.2 Radiocommunication Conferences and World Conferences
on Intemmational Telecommunications

Committees shall be composed of the delegates of Members and the
observers and representatives referred to in Nos. 278, 279 and 280 of this
Convention who have so requested or who have been designaled by the
Plenary Meeting. ’

5.3 Radiocommunication Assemblies, Telscommunication
Standardization Conferences and Teiecommunication
Development Conferences

In addition to delegates of Members and observers referred to in
Nos. 259 to 262 of this Convention, the radiocommunication assemblies and
the committees of the telecommunication standardization and
telecommunication development conferences may be atiended by
representatives of any entity or organization included in the relevant list
referred to in No. 237 of this Convention.

.6. Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Sub-Committees .

The Chairman of each committee shall propose to his committee the
choice of the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of the sub-commitiees which may
be set up.
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7. Summons to Meetings

Plenary Meetings and meetings of committeés, sub-committees and
working groups shall be announced in good time in the meeting place of the
conference.

8. Proposals Presented Before the Opening of the Conference

Proposals presented before the opening of the conference shall be
allocated by the Pienary Meeting to the appropriate committees set up in
accordance with Section 4 of these Rules of Procedure. Nevertheless, the
Plenary Meeting itself shall be entitied to deal with any proposal.

9. Proposals or Amendments Presented During the Conference

1. Proposals or amendments presented after the opening of the
conference shall be delivered to the Chairman of the conference, to the
Chairman of the appropriate committee or to the secretariat of the conference
for publication and distribution as conference documents.

2. No written proposal or amendment may be presented unless signed
by the Head of the delegation concerned or by his deputy.

3. The Chairman of the conference or of a committee, a sub-
committee or a working group may at any time submit proposals likely to

_ accelerate the debates.

4. Every proposal or amendment shall give, in precise and exact
terms, the text to be considered. i )

5. (1) The Chaiman of the conference or the Chaiman of the
appropriate committee, sub-committee or working group shall decide in each
case whether & proposal or amendment submitted during a meeting shall be
made orally or presented in writing for publication and distribution in
accordance with No. 374 above. '

(@) In general, the texts of all major proposals to be put to the
vote shali be distributed in good time in the working languages of the
conference, in order that they may be studied before discussion.

(3) In addition, the Chairman of the conference, on receiving
proposals or amendmerits referred to in No. 374 above, shall refer them to the
appropriate committee or to the Plenary Meeting as the case may be.

6. Any authorized person may read, or may ask to have read, at a
Plenary Meeting any proposal or amendment submitted by him during the .
conference, and he shall be allowed to explain his reasons therefor.
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10. Conditions Required for Discussion of or Decision or Vote
on any Proposal or Amendment

1. No proposal or amendment may be discussed unless it is supported
by at least one other delegation when it comes to be considered. :

2. Each proposal or amendment duly supported shall be submitted for
discussion and thereafter for decision, if necessary by a vote. )

11. Proposals or Amendments Passed Over or Postponed

When a proposal or an amendment has been passed over, or when its
examination has been postponed, the delegation sponsoring it shall be
responsible for seeing that it is considered later.

12. Rules for Debates in ‘Plenary Meetings

12.1 Quorum '

For a valid vote to be taken at a Plenary Meeting, more than haif of the
delegations accredited to the conference and having the right to vote must be
present or represented at the meeting.

12.2 Order of debates

. (1) Persons desiring to speak must first obtain the consent of the -
Chairman. As a general rule, they shall begin by-announcing in what capacity
they speak.

(2) Any person speaking must express himself slowly and
distinctly, separating his words and pausing as necessary in order that
everybody may understand his meaning.

12.3 Motions of order and points of order -

(1) During debates, any delegation may, when it thinks fit, submit
a motion of order or raise a point of order, which shall at once be ‘settled by
the Chairman in accordance with these Rules of Procedure. Any delegation -
may appeal against the Chairman's ruling, which shall however stand unless
a majority of the delegations present and voting are against it.

: (2) A delegation submitting a motion of order shall not, dunng its
speech, discuss the substance of the matter in questlon
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12.4 Priority of motions of order and points of order

The motions and points of ordér mentioned in No. 388 of this
Convention shalt be dealt with in the foliowing order:

a) any point of order regardmg the application of these Rules of
Procedure, including voting procedures; :

b) suspension of a meeting; -

¢) . adjournment of a meeting;

d) postponement of debate on the matter under discussion;
e) closure of debate on the matter under discussion;

f) any other motions of order or pbints of order that may be submitted,
in which case it shall be for the Chairmman to decide the relative
order in which they shall be considered.

12.5 Motion for suspension or adjoumment of a meeting

During the discussion of a question, a delegation may move that the
meeting be suspended or ‘adjoumed, giving reasons for its proposal. If the
proposal is seconded, the floor sha!l be given to two speakers to oppose the
suspension or adjoumment and solely for that purpose, after which the motion
shall be put to the vote.

i 2.6 Motion for postponement of debate

During discussion of any question, a delegation may move that the
debate be posiponed for a stated period. Once such a proposal has been
made, any discussion thereon shall be limited to no more than three speakers
not counting the person submitiing the proposal, one for the motion and two
against, after which the motion shali be put to the vote.

12.7 Motion for closure of debate

A delegation may at any time move that discussions on the point at
issue be closed. In such cases the fioor shall be given to not more than two
speakers opposing the motion, after which the motion shall be put to the vote.
If the motion succeeds, the Chairman will immediately call for a vote on the

_-point at issue.
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12.8 Limitation of speeches

(1) The Plenary Meeting may; if necessary, decide how many
speeches any one delegation may make on any pamcular pomt and how -
long they may last.

(2) However, as regards questions of procedure, the Chairman
shall timit the time allowed for a speech to a maximum of five minutes.

(3) When a speaker has exceeded the time aliowed, the

Chaiman shall notify the Meeting and request the speaker to conclude his

remarks bnefly

12.9 Closing the list of speakers

(1) During the debate, the Chairman may rule that the list of
speakers wishing to take the floor be read. He shall add the names of other
delegations which indicate that they wish to speak and he may then, with the
assent of the Meeting, rule that the list be closed. Nevertheless, as an
exceptional measure, the Chairman may rule, if he thinks fit, that a reply may
be made to any prewous statement, even after the list of speakers has been
closed.

" (2) The list of speakers having been exhausked. the Chairman

_ shall declare discussion on the matter closed.

'12.10 Questions of competence

Any question of competence that may arise shall be settled before a
vote is taken on the substance of the matter under discussion.

' 12.11 Withdrawal and resubmission of a motion

The author of a motion may withdraw it before it is put to a vote. Any
motion, whether amended or not, which has been withdrawn from debate may
be resubmitted or taken up by the author of the amendment or by another
delegation. - .
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13. Right to Vote

1. At all meetings of the conference, the delegation of a Member of
the Union duly accredited by that Member to take part in the work of the
conference shall be entitied to one vote in accordance with Article 3 of the
Constitution.

2. The delegation ofé_ Member of the Union shall exercise the right to
vote under the conditions described in Article 3'1 of this Convention.

3. When'a Member is not represented by an administration at a
radiocommunication assembly, a world telecommunication standardization
conference or a telecommunication development conference, the
representatives of the recognized operating agencies of the Member
concemed shall, as a whole, and regardless of their number, be entitled to a
single vote, subject to the provisions of No. 239 of this -Convention. The
provisions of Nos. 335 to 338 of this Convention conceming the transfer of
powers shall apply to the above conferences.

14. Voting

14.1 Definition of a majority

(1) A majority shall consist of more than half the delegations
present and voting.

(2) In computing a majority, delegations abstaining shall not be
taken into account.

(3) Incase of a tie, a proposal or amendment shall be considered
rejected. '

(4) For the purpose of these Rules of Procedure, a "delegation
present and voling" shall be a delegation voting for or against a proposal.

14.2 Non-participation in voting

Delegations which are present but do not take part in a particular vote or
expressly state they do not wish to take part shall not be considered as
absent, for the purpose of determining a quorum as defined in No. 385 of this
Convention, nor as abstaining for the purpose of applying the provisions ot
No. 416 below.
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14.3 Special majority

In cases conceming the admission of nhew Members of the Union, the
majority described in Article 2 of the Constitution shall apply.

14.4 Abstentions of more than fifty per cent

When the number of abstentions exceeds half the number of votes cast
(for, against, abstentions), consideration of the matter under discussion shall
be postponed to a later meeting, at which time abstentions shall not be taken
into account. '

14.5 Voting procedures

(1) The voting procedures are as follows:

a) by a show of hands as a general rule unless a roll call under b) or
- secret ballot under c) has been requested;

b) by a roll call in the élphabetical order of the French names of the
Members present and entitled to vote: '

1. if at least two delegations, present and entitled to vote, so
request before the beginning of the vote and if a secret ballot
under c) has not been requested, or

2.  if the procedure under a) shows no clear majority;

c) by a secret ballot, if at least five of the delegations present and
entitled to vote so request before the beginning of the vote.

(2) The Chaimman shall, before commencing a vote, observe any
request as to the manner in which the voting shall be conducted, and then
shall formally announce the voting procedure to be applied and the issue to
be submitted to the vote. He shall then declare the beginning of the vote.
When the vote has been taken, he shall announce the results.

(3) Inthe case of a secret ballot, the secretariat shall at once take
steps to ensure the secrecy of the vote.

{4) Voting may be conducted by an electronic system if a suitable
system is available and if the conference so decides.
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14.6 Prohibition of interruptions once the vote has begun

No delegation may interrupt once a vote has begun, unless t0 raise a
point of order in connection with the way in which the vote is being taken. The
point of order cannot include any proposal entailing a change in the vote that
is being taken or a change in the substance of the question put to the vote.
Voting shall begin with the Chairman's announcement that the voting has
begun and shall end with the Chaiman's announcement of its results.

14.7 Reasons for votes .

The Chairmah shall authorize any delegations which so request to give
the reasons for their vote, after the vote has been taken.

14.8 Voting on parts of a proposal

(1) When the author of a proposal so requests, or when the
meeting thinks fit, or when the Chairman, with the approval of the author, so
proposes, that proposal shall be sub-divided and its 'various sections put to
the vote separately. The parts of the proposal which have been adopted shall
then be put to the vote as a whole.

(2) If all the sections of a proposal are rejected the proposal shan )

be regarded as rejected as a whole.

14.9 Order of voting on concurrent proposals

. (1) When there are two or more proposals on any one matter,
they shall be put to the vote in the order in whlch they were presented, unless
the meeting decides 0 the contrary.

(2) After each vote, the meetmg shall dectde whether or- not the
followmg proposal shall be voted on.

14.10 Amendments

(1) Any proposal for modification consisting only of a deletion
from, an addition to, or a change in, a part of the original proposal shall be
considered an amendment.

(2) Any amendment to a broposal accepted by the delegation
submitting the proposal shall at once be embodied in the original proposal.

(3) No proposal for modification shall ‘be regarded as an

 amendment if the meeting considers it to be incompatible with the original

proposal.
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14.11 Voting on amendments

(1) When an amendment to a proposal is submitted, a vote shall .
first be taken on the amendment.

(2) When two or more amendments to a proposal are submitted,
the amendment furthest from the original text shall be put to the vote first; if:
this amendment does not obtain the support of the majority, of the remaining
amendments, that furthest from the proposal shall then be put to the vote and
the same procedure shall be followed until a subsequent amendment gains -
the support of the majority; if all the amendments submitted have been
considered and none has gained a majority, the unamended proposal shall be
put to the vote.

(3) If one or more amendments are adopted, the proposal thus
amended shall then be put to the vote.

14.12 Repetition of a vote

{1) In the committees, sub-committees or working groups of a -
conference or a meeting, a proposal, a part of a proposal or an amendment .’
which has already been decided by a vote within one of the committees, sub-
committees or working groups may not be put to the vote again within the
same committee, sub-committee or working group. This shall apply
irrespective of the voting procedure chosen. .

(2) Inthe Plenary Meetings a proposal, a part of a proposal or an
amendment shall not be put to the vote again uniess:
a) the majority of the Members entitied to vote‘so request, and

b) the request for a repetition of the vote is made at least one full.day
after the vote has been taken. B

15. Rules for Debates and Voting Procedures
in Committees and Sub-Committees

" The Chaimen of all committees and sub-committees shall have
powers similar to those conferred by Section 3 of the present Rules of
Procedure on the Chairman of the conference.

2. The provisions of Section 12 of the present Rules of Procedure for

‘the conduct of debates in the Plenary Meeting shall also apply to the -

discussions'in committees and sub-committees, except in the matter of the
quorum.

3. The provisions of Section 14 of the present Rules .of Procedure
shall also apply to votes taken in committees and sub-committees. -
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16. Reservations

1. As a general rule, any delegation whose views are not shared by
the remaining delegations shall endeavour, as far as possible, to conform to
the opmson of the majority.

2.- However, if any decision appears to a delegation to be such as to
prevent its government from consenting to be bound by amendments to the
Constitution or this- Convention or by the revision of the Administrative

. Regulations, this delegation may make reservations, final or provisional,
“regarding that decision; any such reservations may be made by a delegation

on behalf of a Member which is not participating in the conference and which

-has given that delegation proxy powers to sign the Final Acts in accordance

with the provisions. of Article 31 of this Convention.

17. Minutes of Plenary Meetings

1. The minutes of Plenary Meetings shall be drawn up by. the
secretariat of the conference, which shall ensure that they are distributed to
delegations- as early as possible, and in any event not later than five working

days after each meeting.

2. After the minutes have been-distributed, delegations may submit in
writing to the secretariat of the conference any cormections they consider to be
justified; this shall be done in the shortest possible time. This shall not prevent

-them from presenting amendments. orally dunng the meetmg at which the

minutes are approved.
3. (1) As a general rule, the minutes shall contain only proposals

~and conclusions, together with the principal arguments on which they are

based, presented in terms as concise as possible. _

(2) However, any de!egatnon shall have the right to require the
insertion in the minutes, either summarized or in full, of any statement it has
made during the debates. In this case, the delegation should, as a general
rule, announce this at the beginning of its statement in order to facilitate the
work of the reporters and must itself hand in the text to the secretariat of the
conference within two hours after the end of the meeting.

' . 4. The right accorded in No. 467 above regarding the insertion of

“statements in the minutes shall in &ll cases be used with discretion.
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18. Summary Records and Reports of Commmees
and Sub-Committees

1. (1) -~ Summary records of the debates of meetings of committees or
sub-commitiees shall be drawn up, meeting by meeting, by the secretariat of
the conference, which shall ensure that they are distributed to delegations not
later than five working days after each meeting. The records shall bring out
the essential points of the discussion, and the various opinions of which note
ought to be taken, fogether with any proposals or conclusxons resulting from
the debates as a whole.

(2) Nevertheless, any delegation shall be entitled to invoke
No. 450 above.

(3) The right accorded in No. 453 above shall in all circumstances
be used with discretion.

2. Committees and sub-commitiees may prepare any interim reports
they deem necessary and, if circumstances warrant, they may submit, at the
end of their work, a final report recapitulating in concise terms the proposals
and conclusions resulting from the studies entrusted to them.

19. Approval of Minutes, Summary Records and Reports

1. (1) As a general rule, at the beginning of each Plenary Meeting,
or meeting of a committee, or sub-commitiee, the Chairman shall inquire
whether there are any comments on the minutes of the previous meeting, or,
in the case of commiftees or sub-committees, on the summary record of the
previous meeting. These documents shall be considered approved if no
amendments have been handed in to the secretariat and no objection is
made orally. Ctherwise, the appropriate amendments shall be made in the
minutes or summary record as the ca ;e may be.

(2) Any.interim or final re;)ort must be approved by the committee
or sub-committee concerned. ’

2. (1) The minutes of the last Plenary Meetings shall be examined
and approved by the Chairman.

(2) The summary records of the last meetings of each committee
or sub-committee shall be examined and approved by the Chaiman of the
committee or sub-committee.
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29. Nu:nbering

1. The numbers of the cheplers, arlicies and paragraphs of the texts
subjected to revision sheil be preserves until the first reading in Plenary
Meeting. The passages edded shall bear provisionally the number of the last
preceding paragraph in the osiginzl text, with the addition of "A", "B, etc.

2. The final numbering of the chapters, ariicles and paragraphs shall
nommally be entrusted to the Editorial Committee after their adoption at the
first reading but may, by a decision of the Plenary Meeting, be entrusted to
the Secretary-General. :

21. Final Approval

The texts of the Final Acts of a Plenipotentiary Conference, a
radiocommunication conference or a word conference on intemnational
telecornmunications shail be considered iinal when they have been approved
at the second reading in Flenary Meeting.

22. Signature

The texts ¢f the Final Acts approved by the conferences referred to in
No. 462 above shall be submitled for signature, in the alphabetical order of
the Members' names in French, to the delegates provided with the powers
defined in Article 31 of this Convention.

23. Felations with.the Press and the Public

1. Ofiicial releases tc the press about the work of the conference shal!
be issued only as authorized by the Chairman of the conference.

2. The press and the public may, to the extent practicable, be present
at the conference in accerdznce with the guidelines approved by the meeting
of Heads of delegzations relerred to in No. 342 above and with the practical
arrangaments made by the Secratery-Genzral. The prezence of the press and
the public shall in no way cisiurb the normal conduct of the work of the
meeting.

- 3. Other meetings of the Union shall not be open to the press and the
public, unless the meeting in questicn decides otherwise.






